
1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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Severní Korea
87 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Severní Koreji jsou komunis-
tický útlak a diktátorská paranoia. Jako jeden z přetrvávajících 
komunistických států prosazuje Severní Korea dvě ideologie hor-
livě se stavící proti náboženství jakéhokoliv druhu: politickou tezi 

„Juche“, již je možno vysvětlit jako nezávislost země či postoj se-
bejistoty člověka, a téměř náboženské uctívání korejských vůdců.
Podněcována útočnou ideologií považuje Severní Korea křesťan-
ství za propojené se Západem, a tedy za skutečné nebezpečí, jež 
by mohlo narušit soulad severokorejské společnosti. Tuto hrozbu 
je proto nutné zlikvidovat. Kvůli uzavřenosti země je obtížné zís-
kat přesné a aktuální informace. Kromě několika církevních budov 
v Pchjongjangu sloužících jako výkladní skříň ukazující nábožen-
skou svobodu v zemi, existuje v Koreji ilegální křesťanské hnutí. 
Organizace Open Doors odhaduje počet křesťanů na 200 000 až 
400 000. Křesťané jsou považováni za nepřítele a čelí diskrimi-
naci, zatýkání, věznění, mučení a dokonce i veřejným popravám. 
V zemi existuje systém pracovních táborů včetně proslulého vě-
zení číslo 15 (Jodok), mezi jehož vězni může být podle došlých 
zpráv internováno až 6 000 křesťanů. Korejští konvertité, kteří 
uprchli do Číny a později byli repatriováni, jsou v mimořádném 
nebezpečí. V zemi existuje intenzivní likvidační program, podle 
kterého jsou jednotlivci, kteří v Číně konvertovali ke křesťanství, 
vězněni, vyhoštěni nebo popraveni. Podle získaných informací 
byli do Číny vysláni špioni, aby odhalili sítě křesťanů, křesťané 
pomáhající odpadlíkům byli a jsou zabíjeni. Křesťané pravděpo-
dobně zůstanou terčem režimu.
Severní Korea je už po jedenácté po sobě na prvním místě na WWL 
v kategorii absolutní perzekuce.

Saúdská Arábie
75 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Saúdské Arábii je islámský ex-
tremismus.
Před staletími žilo v Saúdské Arábii početné křesťanské obyva-
telstvo. Během šíření islámu bylo toto obyvatelstvo islamizováno 
nebo vypuzeno. V dnešní době musí občané vyznávat výhradně 
islám a křesťanské bohoslužby jsou zakázány. V ústavě saúdské 
monarchie ani v zákonech není zakotvena náboženská svoboda 
a celá společnost je ovládána protináboženskými pocity. Právní 
systém je založen na zákonu šaría a konverzi k jinému nábožen-
ství je možné trestat smrtí. Vláda obecně povoluje nemuslimům 
bohoslužby v soukromí, ovšem nepředpokládá se, že by to nábo-
ženská policie Muttawa respektovala. Muži a ženy z rozdílných 
rodin mají zakázáno setkávat se a účastníci bohoslužby riskují 
uvěznění, bičování, deportaci a mučení. Evangelizace muslimů 
a distribuce nemuslimských materiálů je ilegální. Věřícím mus-
limského původu hrozí, že budou zabiti, aby byla „vrácena čest 
rodině“, zahraniční pracovníci byli vystaveni verbálnímu, fyzické-
mu a sexuálnímu zneužívání ze strany zaměstnavatelů, kteří mají 
dosud nad zahraničními pracovníky obrovskou moc. I přesto po-
čet křesťanů mezi přistěhovalci roste, konvertité reagují na křes-
ťanské televizní vysílání a na sny od Boha všude tam, kde je Bůh 
zjeven. Kvůli rostoucímu počtu konvertitů a jejich neohroženosti 
při sdílení jejich víry hrozí v budoucnosti křesťanům další perze-
kuce a útlak.
Saúdská Arábie je na WWL druhá v kategorii pronásledování nej-
vyššího stupně.

Afghánistán
74 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Afghánistánu je islámský ex-
tremismus spolu s organizovanou korupcí.
Útlak ze strany rodiny a společnosti spolu s perzekucí vlády činí 
situaci křesťanů v zemi velmi obtížnou i přes mezinárodní doho-
dy podepsané, aby chránily svobodu vyznání. Stát pohlíží sám 
na sebe jako na obránce islámu, proto zachází s konvertity, kteří 
všichni vyšli z muslimského prostředí, velmi krutým způsobem. 
Křesťané se nesmějí veřejně shromažďovat a dokonce i shromáž-
dění v soukromých domech vyžadují mimořádnou obezřetnost. 
V zemi neexistují žádné církevní budovy, dokonce ani pro zahra-
niční pracovníky, a jak místní, tak přistěhovalí křesťané jsou vysta-
veni únosům, zabíjeni a nuceni uprchnout ze země. Tálibán znovu 
získává sílu v zemi a vyhlásil, že vyžene všechny křesťany z Afghá-
nistánu, jak místní, tak zahraniční. Nevládní a humanitární orga-
nizace jsou obviňovány z evangelizování a primárním terčem jsou 
křesťanští humanitární pracovníci. Budoucnost křesťanů v Afghá-
nistánu pro ně nevypadá slibně. Afghánistán vstupuje do nové 
fáze: stahování mezinárodních vojsk v letech 2013 až 2014, boj 
různých etnických frakcí o podíl na moci, blížící se volby v dubnu 
2014, výbušná situace v sousedním Pákistánu, kde má Tálibán 
svou pevnost, to všechno komplikuje situaci. Církev byla zatlače-
na do ilegality a pravděpodobně tam bude muset zůstat.
Afghánistán je na WWL třetí v kategorii pronásledování nejvyšší-
ho stupně.

Irák
74 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Iráku je islámský extremismus. 
Historie křesťanů, žijících v iráckých městech jako Bagdád nebo 
Mosul, je dlouhá. Křesťané zde žijí už dva tisíce let, avšak v sou-
časné době jsou na pokraji zániku. Hlavní hnací silou perzekuce 
je islámský extremismus. Primárním zdrojem zákonodárství je 
šaría znemožňující uplatnit svobodu vyznání. Na počátku deva-
desátých let žil v Iráku 1 200 000 křesťanů a odhaduje se, že 
jich v dnešní době zůstává asi 330 000. Velký počet křesťanů 
uprchl do zahraničí nebo do (do nedávné doby) relativně bez-
pečné kurdské oblasti, kde čelí problémům jako nezaměstnanost 
a nedostatečné vzdělávání, nedostatečná lékařská péče a ubyto-
vání. Situace v Kurdistánu bývala lepší než v oblastech kolem 
Bagdádu a Mosulu, avšak rychle se zhoršuje (v prosinci 2011 byly 
provedeny útoky na podniky křesťanů). Od konce roku 2011 jsou 
na vzestupu strukturální nejistota, konflikty a nestabilita, příčnou 
je stahování oddílů USA. Církev čelí mnoha problémům – členo-
vé se podřizují nátlaku, prchají ze země, jsou zabíjeni nebo uná-
šeni, chybí schopní vedoucí. Nejhorší situace je uprostřed země 
a na jihu, kde ve všech oblastech života trpí jak tradiční křesťa-
né, tak křesťané muslimského původu, přičemž utrpení křesťanů 
muslimského původu vychází především z jejich rodin. Tradiční 
křesťané jsou viditelnější, a tudíž proti nim směřuje většina násil-
ných útoků. Mezi křesťany v zemi je mnoho strachu. Před dvěma 
lety došlo během bohoslužby v Bagdádu ke krvavému útoku pro-
ti křesťanům a během let 2011 a 2012 došlo k mnoha útokům 
na křesťany v modlitebnách.
Irák je na WWL čtvrtý a patří do kategorie pronásledování nejvyš-
šího stupně.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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5 Somalia 
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ is the main persecution dynamic in Somalia. 
Terrorist groups such as al-Shabab are a threat to Christians and 
the general Muslim population, in addition to the backdrop of 
‘Tribal antagonism’ and ‘Organised corruption’. Christians in Somalia, 
made up of Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) and expatriate 
aid workers, face persecution from Islamic extremism. When MBBs 
are identified, they are eliminated and aid workers, Christian or 
otherwise, require tight security due to the risk of abduction. Islamic 
leaders maintain that Somalia remains a strictly Islamic state with 
no room for Christians. Children attend mandatory Madrasa Islamic 
classes, people are buried with Islamic burial rights whatever their 
religion might be and it is extremely difficult to openly declare 
faith. It is too dangerous to meet openly and families of converts 
are fearful that they might be suspected of conversion and risk 
execution. All regions in Somalia are affected and al-Shabab 
remains a threat as it has backing from al-Qaeda. In September 
2012, the election of a president by the new parliament created 
a framework for a more accountable, legitimate and transparent 
government. However, for Christians and the church the prospects 
are significantly less positive, bearing in mind that the provisional 
constitution that was passed does not allow for religious freedom. 
There is some hope though as returnees have been exposed to 
Christianity, and are bringing more tolerance towards Christians. 
The government is starting to take charge and house fellowships 
are emerging. Somalia ranks fifth on the WWL, and is included in the 
category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

6 Maldives 
SCORE: 74
‘Islamic extremism’ and ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics of the Maldives. It is the only country in 
the world which requires its citizens to be Muslim. The Islamic 
government sees itself as the ‘protector of Islam’ and its laws 
prohibit Maldivians from converting to other faiths. According 
to Sharia law, converts face the death penalty although this is 
not implemented in the Maldives. Every convert discovered will 
immediately face the most heavy pressure by family and society, 
often they have to leave the country. There is extensive control by 
the authorities to keep watch and to correct any deviation from 
the path of Islam. There are no church gatherings or buildings. The 
Wahhabi form of Islam arrived in the 1990s and radical Islam was 
rarely associated with the Maldives until September 2007 when a 
bomb exploded in the capital. This posed a great challenge to the 
seemingly peaceful country. The September 2011 amendment 
to the Protection of Religious Unity Act reinforced Islam as an 
inseparable part of a Maldivian’s cultural identity. Religion in the 
Maldives is moving towards Deobandi Islam, the religion of the 
Taliban, whose mission is to cleanse Islam of all other influences. The 
Chief Justice even criticised a silent protest for religious tolerance in 
2011 as weakening the country’s Islamic faith. Unsurprisingly, there 
are very few indigenous believers and even foreign Christians have 
to be careful. The Maldives ranks sixth in the WWL, in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.

7 MALI 
SCORE: 73

‘Islamic extremism’ is the main persecution dynamic in Mali. 
Mali’s appearance towards the very top of the WWL is surprising. 
The country has always been a typical West-African state with a 
moderate Islam; a constitutionally secular state which proscribes 
religious political parties, even though a high percentage of its 
population is Muslim. In the North, the situation has been more 
difficult than in the South, but international missionaries have 
even been able to work there. However, the situation changed 
with the capture of the Northern part of the country by Tuareg 
separatist rebels and Islamists fighters, and the proclamation of 
the creation of the independent state of Azawad in Northern Mali. 
The Islamists soon established an Islamic state with a stern Sharia 
regime in the North. Christians couldn’t stay. They also were very 
hard on traditional Muslims, killing people, amputating limbs and 
destroying Sufi sanctuaries. Since the fighting started in March 2012, 
tens of thousands of Malians have fled the North to the South or 
neighbouring countries. There is a very high degree of hostility - 
Christians and churches simply cannot exist. In the Southern part, 
Christians can live but have to be cautious. Much will depend on the 
success of the intended intervention of the international community 
against the occupation of Northern Mali. There is widespread 
concern that Mali is fast becoming a Jihadist hub. In October 2012, 
the UN stated that they were ready to send international forces to 
help the Malian government reclaim its lost territories in the North. 
Preparations for this are expected to take several months. The 
tendency for religious radicalisation in Malian society may continue, 
and increasingly squeeze and/or smash the lives of Christians and 
their churches. Mali ranks seventh on the WWL, in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.

8 Iran
SCORE: 72
The main persecution dynamic in Iran is ‘Islamic extremism’, in 
combination with ‘Dictatorial paranoia.’ Islam is the official religion 
and all laws must be consistent with the official interpretation of 
Sharia law. Of all types of Christianity, mostly MBBs are affected, 
as well as Protestant Evangelicals. There is relatively less pressure 
on historical ethnic the Armenian and Assyrian Christian minority, 
as long as they do not evangelize Muslims. Ethnic Persians are by 
definition Muslim, according to the state. Evangelism, Bible training 
and publishing Scriptures in Farsi are all illegal, yet this has only 
fuelled the flames of church growth. In Iran, detentions of Christians 
are very common. In addition, Christians were physically harmed (a 
number of them in jail). Several Christians were forced to leave their 
homes or to flee the country. There is squeeze in all spheres of life. 
Any Muslim who leaves Islam faces the death penalty and church 
services are monitored by the secret police. Pressure is increasing 
on Christians and comes from family and authorities. The regime’s 
focus is on those reaching out to converts and even well-established 
Christian denominations are not safe from harassment. Activities are 
closely watched, members identified and taken note of. The Iranian 
authorities’ fear of increasing numbers of Christians, particularly in 
house churches, is based on fact with many disillusioned Iranian 
Muslims becoming curious about Christianity. Persecution may 
further intensify as the authorities seek greater control over political 
and civil aspects of people’s lives to consolidate power at home 
whenever international pressure increases. Iran ranks eighth on the 
WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution.’ 
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Somálsko 
74 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Somálsku je islámský extre-
mismus. 
Hrozbou pro křesťany i muslimské obyvatelstvo jsou teroristické 
skupiny jako aš-Šabáb spolu s kmenovým antagonismem a orga-
nizovanou korupcí. Křesťané v Somálsku, jak muslimského pů-
vodu, tak zahraniční pracovníci, čelí pronásledování vyvolanému 
islámským extrémismem. Pokud se o muslimovi zjistí, že se stal 
křesťanem, je zapuzen, všichni křesťané musí zachovávat důsled-
nou bezpečnost, jinak jim hrozí únos. Islámští předáci tvrdí, že 
Somálsko zůstává přísně islámským státem, kde pro křesťany 
není místa. Děti povinně navštěvují madrasy, což jsou islámské 
školy vyššího typu zřizované při mešitách, lidé jsou bez ohledu 
na víru, již vyznávali, pohřbíváni s islámskými pohřebními obřady 
a je nesmírně obtížné otevřeně se přihlásit ke své víře. Je příliš ne-
bezpečné otevřeně se scházet, rodiny konvertitů se obávají, že by 
i ony mohly být podezřívány z konverze, a hrozí jim poprava. Po-
stiženy jsou všechny oblasti Somálska. Militantní organizace aš-
Šabáb zůstává hrozbou pro své spojení s Al-Kajdou. V září 2012 
zvolil nový parlament prezidenta, čímž byl vytvořen předpoklad 
pro zodpovědnější, legitimnější a transparentnější vládu. Vyhlídky 
pro křesťany a církev jsou však očividně méně pozitivní, neboť 
schválená prozatímní ústava neumožňuje náboženskou svobodu. 
Zůstává však určitá naděje, neboť navrátilci měli příležitost sezná-
mit se s křesťanstvím a přinášejí více tolerance vůči křesťanům. 
Vláda přejímá vedení a domácí společenství rostou.
Somálsko je na WWL páté a patří k zemím s pronásledováním 
nejvyššího stupně.

Maledivy 
74 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce na Maledivách je islámský extre-
mismus spolu s organizovanou korupcí. 
Maledivy jsou jediným státem světa, který od občanů vyžaduje, 
aby byli muslimy. Islámská vláda se považuje za „ochránce islámu“ 
a zákony zakazují Maledivanům konvertovat k jinému nábožen-
ství. Podle zákona šaría hrozí konvertitům trest smrti, přestože 
se na Maledivách neprovádí. Každý zjištěný konvertita se okamži-
tě dostane pod ten nejtěžší tlak ze strany rodiny a společnosti 
a často musí opustit zemi. Úřady v maximálním rozsahu sledu-
jí a trestají jakoukoliv odchylku od cesty islámu. V zemi nejsou 
žádné církevní budovy nebo shromáždění. V devadesátých letech 
povstala wahhábistická forma islámu. Maledivy byly do září 2007, 
kdy v hlavním městě vybuchla bomba, jen zřídka spojovány s ra-
dikálním islámem. Tato událost překvapila a stala se velkým pro-
blémem pro zdánlivě pokojnou zemi. Dodatek k zákonu o ochra-
ně náboženské jednoty ze září 2011 posílil postavení islámu jako 
nedílné součásti maledivské kulturní identity. Na Maledivách se 
náboženství stále více přibližuje k Deobandi, náboženství Tálibá-
nu, jež má za cíl vyčistit islám od všech cizích vlivů. Nejvyšší soud-
ce dokonce v roce 2011 odsoudil tichý protest proti náboženské 
tolerantnosti, neboť podle něj v zemi oslabuje víru v islám. Není 
překvapením, že v zemi je jen málo křesťanů z řad Maledivanů, 
a dokonce i zahraniční křesťané musí být opatrní.
Maledivy zaujímají na WWL šestou pozici v kategorii pronásledo-
vání nejvyššího stupně.

Mali 
73 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Mali je islámský extremismus. 
Skutečnost, že se stát Mali objevuje na špici seznamu WWL, je 
překvapující. Země byla vždy typickým západoafrickým státem 
s umírněným islámem, státem ústavně sekulárním, zakazujícím 
náboženské politické strany, přestože vysoké procento obyva-
telstva tvoří muslimové. Situace na severu země byla mnohem 
obtížnější než na jihu, přesto tam mohli pracovat i zahraniční 
misionáři. Stav se změnil poté, co severní část země obsadily 
skupiny povstaleckých separatistů a islámských bojovníků z ná-
roda Tuaregů a vyhlásily v severním Mali nezávislý stát Azawad. 
Islamisté záhy ustanovili islámský stát s přísným režimem šaría. 
Křesťané zde nemohli zůstat. Postavení tradičních muslimů bylo 
rovněž velmi obtížné, byli zabíjeni, byly jim utínány končetiny 
a byly ničeny svatyně súfistů. Od března 2012, kdy začaly boje, 
uprchly desetitisíce obyvatel Mali ze severních oblastí do jižních 
a také do sousedních zemí. V oblasti je vysoký stupeň nepřátelství 

– křesťané a jejich kostely a modlitebny prostě nemohou existo-
vat. V jižní části mohou křesťané žít, ale musí být opatrní. Mnoho 
bude záviset na úspěchu zamýšlené mezinárodní intervence proti 
okupaci severního Mali. Svět je velmi znepokojen skutečností, že 
Mali se rychle stává jádrem džihádu. OSN v říjnu 2012 uvedla, 
že je připravena vyslat mezinárodní síly na pomoc malijské vládě 
znovu získat ztracené oblasti na severu. Očekává se, že přípravy 
na tuto akci budou trvat několik měsíců. Snaha o náboženskou 
radikalizaci v Mali bude pravděpodobně pokračovat a stále více 
bude pronikat do životů křesťanů a jejich církví a ničit je. 
Mali zaujímá na žebříčku WWL sedmé místo v kategorii pronásle-
dování nejvyššího stupně.

Írán
72 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Íránu je islámský extrémismus 
v kombinaci s diktátorskou paranoiou.
Oficiálním náboženstvím je islám a všechny zákony musí být kon-
zistentní s oficiálním výkladem zákona šaría. Perzekuce je namíře-
na proti všem typům křesťanství. Nejvíc jsou zasaženi věřící mus-
limského původu a protestantští evangelikálové. Relativně méně je 
vyvíjen tlak na historickou a etnickou arménskou a asyrskou křes-
ťanskou menšinu, neboť nepřináší evangelium muslimům. Etničtí 
Peršané jsou státem definováni jako muslimové. Evangelizace, vy-
učování Bible a publikování Písma v jazyku Farsí je ilegální, přesto 
rozdmýchávají plameny růstu církve. V Íránu jsou křesťané velmi 
často zadržováni, fyzicky týráni a mnozí jsou vězněni. Několik křes-
ťanů bylo přinuceno opustit své domovy nebo uprchnout ze země. 
Omezování a nátlak zasahují do všech oblastí života. Každý mus-
lim, jenž opustí islám, čelí riziku trestu smrti a bohoslužby jsou 
monitorovány tajnou policií. Tlak na křesťany narůstá, přičemž 
vychází z rodiny a úřadů. Režim se zaměřuje na ty, kdo oslovují 
konvertity, dokonce ani křesťanské denominace s tradicí nejsou 
v bezpečí před obtěžováním, znepokojováním a týráním. Aktivity 
jsou důsledně sledovány, zjišťuje se totožnost členů a jsou zazna-
menáváni. Strach íránských úřadů z rostoucího počtu křesťanů, 
zejména v domácích sborech, je vyvolán skutečností, že mnoho 
rozčarovaných íránských muslimů se zajímá o křesťanství. Perze-
kuce pravděpodobně ještě více zesílí, neboť kdykoliv zesílí mezi-
národní tlak, úřady se snaží získat větší kontrolu nad politickým 
a osobním životem obyvatel, a tak konsolidovat svou moc ve státě.
Írán zaujímá na WWL osmou pozici v kategorii pronásledování 
nejvyššího stupně.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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9  Yemen 
SCORE: 72

The main persecution dynamic in Yemen is ‘Islamic extremism’. The 
Constitution declares that Islam is the state religion and Sharia is 
the source of all legislation. There is some religious freedom for 
foreigners but evangelism is prohibited. Conversion is forbidden 
for Muslims and Yemenis who leave Islam may face the death 
penalty. Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) face persecution from 
authorities, family and extremist groups who threaten ‘apostates’ 
with death if they do not revert. Yemen is very unstable and has 
deteriorated since the Arab Spring riots of 2011. Kidnappings of 
foreigners occur regularly, MBBs face strong family and societal 
pressure and Christians are believed to be under surveillance by 
extremists. In Aden, there are a few official churches for several 
thousand Christian expats and refugees living in Yemen. In the 
north, no church buildings are allowed. Large numbers of expats 
have left the country and the number of MBBs is estimated at a 
few hundred. The government used excessive force to crack down 
on protestors after 10 months of mass protest caused by high 
unemployment levels and government corruption. In February 
2012, elections were held and the Acting President and only 
candidate Mansour Hadi was sworn-in amid a climate of violence. 
The country is divided between pro- and anti-Saleh forces, the south 
is claiming independence, there is a strong tribal system and small 
al-Qaeda-linked groups struggling for power. Yemen ranks ninth on 
the WWL and belongs to the countries with ‘Extreme Persecution’.

10 Eritrea
SCORE: 72

The main persecution dynamic in Eritrea is ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. 
The Christian population is estimated at 40 per cent, the Muslim 
population at 60 per cent. Eritrea has three types of Christianity:  
registered historical churches, Christian Background Believers 
(CBBs), and independent Christians. No Muslim Background Believer 
(MBB) issue was reported. Eritrea has a violent history with Ethiopia, 
and shares a long border with its ‘arch-enemy’. A government official 
once declared in public that there are three enemies that need to 
be eradicated: HIV/ Aids, the regime in Ethiopia and independent 
Christians. There are traces of ‘Ecclesiastical arrogance’ – especially 
the Eritrean Orthodox Church (EOC). There is also a serious 
potential for ‘Islamic extremism’. The Eritrean Orthodox Church is 
the largest church in the country and its members are said to spy 
on the activities of CBBs and independent Christians and report 
them. Violence was high against CBBs and independent Christians. 
The horrific story of Christians being held in containers in military 
camps is widely known. 31 cases of deaths of Christians in prison 
were reported in 2012. Muslims are also subjected to government 
hostilities, especially groups with Wahhabi tendencies. The future for 
the church in Eritrea is worrying. The government is still very hard 
on CBBs and independent Christians, and pressurises the registered 
churches too. Extremist Islam seems to be preparing itself to be 
unleashed on Eritrean society as soon as the government releases 
squeeze on churches and mosques. Eritrea ranks tenth on the WWL, 
in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 SYRIA
SCORE: 71

The main persecution dynamic in Syria is ‘Islamic extremism’. 
Violence and protests against the government have lasted for 
almost two years, and the situation in Syria can best be described as 
extremely chaotic. As long as Christians did not disturb communal 
harmony or pose a threat to the government, they were tolerated 
and had freedom of worship. The recognised Church of Syria is 
not a hidden or secret church. It is respected in society, although 
every Christian meeting is monitored by the secret police. However, 
this is rapidly changing at present. Muslim Background Believers 
(MBBs) face many problems, mostly from family and friends but 
also from (foreign) fundamentalist fighters and mercenaries. During 
the second part of 2012, there was a clear increase in number of 
foreign jihadists entering the country. While earlier in the civil war, 
Christians were persecuted for their reputation of supporting the 
government, or not taking sides in the conflict, a clear religious 
motive has been added by the influx of these foreign radicals. We 
have received reports of many Christians being abducted, physically 
harmed and killed. Many churches are damaged or destroyed. Syria 
is the scene of a bloody civil war, the central government is losing its 
grip on the situation and tens of thousands of Christians have fled 
the country. Though it is hard to predict how events will unfold, a 
change of government is expected to lead to a situation of anarchy 
and struggle for power. If fanatical Muslims obtain more power, 
they might seek revenge from the overall Christian silence and 
peaceful stand in the country. Should that happen, Christians will 
either be isolated or driven from the country en masse - a situation 
comparable to the one in Iraq. Syria ranks eleventh on the WWL, in 
the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

12 Sudan
SCORE: 70
Persecution dynamics in Sudan are a mix of ‘Islamic extremism’ and 
‘Dictatorial paranoia’. Sharia law has not yet been fully implemented. 
Christians face growing threats from Muslim communities and 
Islamist government officials yet the number of Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) is rising. The government and society try to 
squeeze Christians in all spheres of life and the level of violence 
escalated in the past year. Al-Bashir is losing support and his 
regime is in trouble. It has lost 75 per cent of its revenue with the 
independence of South Sudan and of its remaining revenue, the 
press estimates 70 per cent goes to fighting in Darfur and disputed 
border regions with South Sudan. During the May 2011 invasion by 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), more than 75,000 people have been 
violently displaced from Abyei region. During the attacks, homes, 
schools and churches had been burned and looted and water 
supplies been sabotaged. Since April 2012 it is reported that more 
than 10,000 displaced Dinka Ngok people have returned. The church 
believes that their presence is essential in Abyei politically, but even 
more so spiritually, as a testimony to largely unreached tribes in that 
region. The future for the church in Sudan is uncertain. The level of 
fear among Christians is growing slowly and there is reason to fear 
that Sudan’s leaders – be it al-Bashir or new Islamist leaders - will 
just continue the religious and ethnic cleansing, particularly in the 
border areas with South Sudan. Sudan ranks 12th on the WWL, in 
the category ‘Severe Persecution’.
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Jemen 
72 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Jemenu je islámský extremis-
mus. 
Ústava říká, že státním náboženstvím je islám a základem veškeré 
legislativy je šaría. Cizinci mají určitou míru náboženské svobody, 
ovšem evangelizace je zakázána. Muslimům je rovněž zakázáno 
konvertovat a Jemenci, kteří opustili islám, mohou být potrestá-
ni smrtí. Křesťané muslimského původu čelí perzekuci ze strany 
úřadů, rodiny a extrémistických skupin, které hrozí „apostatům“ 
smrtí, pokud se nevrátí zpět k islámu. Jemen je velmi nestabilní 
a situace v něm se od nepokojů Arabského jara v roce 2011 velmi 
zhoršila. Často dochází k únosům cizinců, křesťané muslimského 
původu čelí rodinnému a společenskému tlaku a křesťané jsou 
pod stálým dohledem extrémistů. V Adenu je několik modliteben 
pro několik tisíc křesťanských zahraničních pracovníků a uprchlí-
ků žijících v Jemenu. Na severu země nejsou povoleny žádné cír-
kevní budovy. Velký počet zahraničních pracovníků opustil zemi, 
počet křesťanů muslimského původu je odhadován na několik set. 
Vláda použila nepřiměřenou sílu k potlačení nepokojů trvajících 
deset měsíců. Protesty byly vyvolány vysokou nezaměstnanos-
tí a korupcí ve vládě. V únoru 2012 se konaly volby a úřadující 
prezident a zároveň jediný kandidát Mansur Hadi skládal přísahu 
v ovzduší násilí. Země je rozdělena mezi přívržence a protivníky 
hnutí Saleh, jižní část vyhlašuje nezávislost, v zemi je silný kme-
nový systém a malé skupiny spojené s Al-Kajdou bojující o moc. 
Jemen zaujímá na WWL devátou pozici a patří k zemím s proná-
sledováním nejvyššího stupně.

Eritrea
72 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Eritreji je diktátorská paranoia. 
Počet křesťanského obyvatelstva se odhaduje na 40 % a muslim-
ského na 60 %. V Eritreji jsou tři typy křesťanství: registrované 
historické církve, věřící křesťanského původu a nezávislí křesťané. 
Neexistují žádné zprávy o křesťanech muslimského původu. His-
torie vztahů Eritrey a Etiopie je plná násilí a země má se svým 
úhlavním nepřítelem dlouhou hranici. Jistý vládní úředník jednou 
veřejně prohlásil, že je nutno vymýtit tři nepřátele: HIV a AIDS, re-
žim v Etiopii a nezávislé křesťany. Stopy „duchovenské arogance“ 
jsou zejména v Eritrejské ortodoxní církvi (EOC). Existuje zde také 
vážný potenciál pro islámský extremismus. Nejpočetnější církví 
v zemi je Eritrejská ortodoxní církev a její členové údajně špehu-
jí činnost věřících křesťanského původu a nezávislých křesťanů 
a podávají o nich hlášení. Došlo k velkým násilnostem namířeným 
proti křesťanům mimo EOC. Je všeobecně známý strašný příběh 
křesťanů držených ve vojenských táborech v kontejnerech. V roce 
2012 bylo hlášeno 31 případů úmrtí křesťanů ve vězení. Muslimo-
vé, zejména přívrženci wahhábismu, jsou rovněž vystaveni nepřá-
telským akcím ze strany vlády. Budoucnost církve v Eritreji vzbu-
zuje obavy. Vláda se chová velmi tvrdě vůči věřícím křesťanského 
původu a nezávislým křesťanům a tlačí i na registrované církve. 
Zdá se, že islámský extremismus se připravuje na dobu, až vláda 
uvolní svá přísná omezení vůči církvím a mešitám a nebude mít 
překážky proti svým akcím.
Eritrea je na WWL desátá v kategorii pronásledování nejvyššího 
stupně. 

Sýrie
71 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Sýrii je islámský extremismus. 
Násilnosti a protesty proti vládě trvaly téměř dva roky a situa-
ci v Sýrii lze nejlépe popsat jako mimořádně chaotickou. Pokud 
křesťané nenarušovali občanský soulad nebo nevystupovali jako 
hrozba proti vládě, byli tolerováni a měli volnost k bohoslužbám. 
Registrovaná syrská církev není ilegální ani tajná. Je ve společ-
nosti uznávaná, třebaže všechna křesťanská shromáždění jsou 
monitorována tajnou policií. V současnosti se však situace rapid-
ně mění. Křesťané muslimského původu čelí mnoha problémům, 
zejména ze strany své rodiny a přátel, ale rovněž ze strany zahra-
ničních fundamentalistických bojovníků a žoldáků. Ve druhém po-
loletí 2012 do země přišlo velké množství zahraničních bojovníků 
džihádu. Zatímco dříve, během občanské války, byli křesťané pro-
následováni proto, že podporovali vládu nebo byli v konfliktu ne-
stranní, tito zahraniční radikálové vnesli jasný náboženský motiv. 
Dostali jsme zprávy o únosech křesťanů, o křesťanech, kteří byli 
biti a zabíjeni. Mnoho modliteben bylo poškozeno nebo zničeno. 
V Sýrii zuří krvavá občanská válka, ústřední vládní instituce ztrácí 
vládu nad situací v zemi a ze země uprchly desetitisíce křesťanů. 
Je obtížné předvídat, jak se situace bude vyvíjet, přesto lze očeká-
vat, že změna vlády povede k anarchii a boji o moc. Pokud fanatič-
tí muslimové získají více vlivu, budou se pravděpodobně domáhat 
pomsty za to, že křesťané setrvávali mlčky a pokojně. Pokud by 
k tomu došlo, křesťané se buď dostanou do izolace, nebo budou 
hromadně vypuzeni ze země – podobně jako v Iráku.
Sýrie zaujímá na WWL jedenáctou pozici v kategorii pronásledo-
vání nejvyššího stupně.

Súdán
70 bodů

Motorem perzekuce v Súdánu je směs islámského extrémismu 
a diktátorské paranoie. 
Zákon šaría dosud nebyl plně zaveden. Křesťané čelí narůstají-
cím výhrůžkám muslimské společnosti a muslimských vládních 
úředníků, přesto počet křesťanů muslimského původu narůstá. 
Vláda a společnost se pokouší utlačovat křesťany ve všech oblas-
tech života a v posledním roce eskalovala úroveň násilností vůči 
křesťanům. Prezident Al-Bašír ztrácí podporu a jeho režim se topí 
v problémech. Vyhlášením nezávislosti Jižního Súdánu stát ztra-
til 75 % příjmů a tisk odhaduje, že 70 % zbývajících příjmů pad-
ne na boje v Dárfúru a ve sporném pohraničí s Jižním Súdánem. 
V průběhu května 2011 došlo k invazi Súdánských ozbrojených 
sil (SAF), v důsledku čehož bylo z kraje Abyei násilím vyhnáno 
více než 75 000 lidí. V průběhu útoků byly vypáleny a vyrabová-
ny domy, školy a modlitebny a byly znehodnoceny vodní zdroje. 
Podle došlých zpráv se od dubna 2012 vrátilo více než 10 000 vy-
hnaných lidí kmene Dinka Ngok. Církev věří, že jejich přítomnost 
je pro politickou situaci v oblasti Abyei zásadní, ovšem ještě více 
duchovně jako svědectví pro nezasažené kmeny v oblasti. Mezi 
křesťany pomalu narůstá strach a je důvod k obavám, že súdánští 
předáci – ať už Al-Bašír, nebo noví islámští předáci – budou jistě 
pokračovat v náboženských a etnických čistkách, zejména v ob-
lastech hraničících s Jižním Súdánem.
Súdán zaujímá na WWL dvanáctou pozici v kategorii kruté pro-
následování.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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13 Nigeria
SCORE: 68

The main persecution dynamic in Nigeria is ‘Islamic extremism’. Boko 
Haram is most often associated with the persecution of Christians. 
In the reporting period violence often related to this Islamic terrorist 
group has asked at least 800 lives of Christians in Northern Nigeria. 
However, the pattern of persecution is complex, especially for 
the 12 northern Sharia states where local government and social 
groups leave hardly any space for Christians to live their own lives. 
Conversion is dangerous and Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) 
and Christians in many northern states face persecution. The 
church feels the pressure from ‘Tribal antagonism’ and ‘Organised 
corruption’ as well as ‘Islamic extremism’. Persecution is most 
pronounced in the Sharia states and Christians suffer restrictions in 
schooling, threats of abduction and forced marriage. Christians have 
been denied employment and facilities such as clean water, clinics 
and roads. It is very difficult for churches to openly integrate new 
converts from Islam. Persecution levels vary across the country and 
are underlined by terrorist action and an unpredictable environment 
which leaves Christians living in fear. The Islamist agenda for Nigeria 
is to bring the whole country under the House of Islam. The election 
of the current President Goodluck Jonathan caused serious unrest 
because he was a southern Christian. Many Christians fear the new 
elections in 2015. The future does not look bright with emerging 
links between al-Qaeda in the Maghreb and Boko Haram making 
more violent persecution likely. Nigeria ranks 13th on the WWL, in 
the category ‘Severe Persecution’.

14 Pakistan
SCORE: 63

Persecution dynamics in Pakistan are ‘Islamic extremism’, ‘Dictatorial 
paranoia’ and ‘Organised corruption’. Christians are caught between 
Islamic militant organisations and an Islamising culture against a 
backdrop of a weak and corrupt government and a military which 
is complicit in fuelling Islamic militants. Persecution has been in 
evidence for many years and the country is set to surpass Indonesia 
as the world’s largest Muslim population by 2030 latest. Christians 
account for 2.5 per cent of the population. Recent months have 
seen the prominent case of Rimsha Masih who was accused of 
having desecrated the Qu’ran and was finally released in September 
and later exonerated of all charges. This case prompted a debate 
on how blasphemy laws are misused to target innocent people. 
Extremist groups continue to incite hatred for Christians: at the 
time Rimsha was released, other Christians were facing blasphemy 
charges. It is a well-known pattern not only Christians are affected 
by. Discrimination impacts all aspects of daily life. Opening a new 
church building is virtually impossible and emigration of Christians 
continues unabated. The Christian community is very vulnerable 
and sexual assaults on underage Christian girls by Muslim men 
continue to be reported. Many Christians are uneducated manual 
workers who suffer unfair treatment from employers. There is, 
however, freedom to run established churches and the Christian 
population is slowly growing. Despite this, society neglects the 
Christian minority. Extremist views may well gain popularity in the 
coming elections, to the disadvantage of minorities. Pakistan ranks 
14th on the WWL, in the category ‘Severe Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 Ethiopia
SCORE: 63

Ethiopia has a complex mix of persecution dynamics. ‘Ecclesiastical 
arrogance’ is the country’s historical persecution dynamic. For 
years, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) has been seriously 
persecuting believers who have left their ranks or joined the 
renewal movements within the EOC. Secondly, there is ‘Islamic 
extremism’. With around 66 per cent Christians and 34 per cent 
Muslims, the country has seen an increase in hostilities against 
Christians. Thirdly, ‘Dictatorial paranoia’ plays a role. The WWL 2013 
saw a sharp rise of Ethiopia on the list, and Islam has overtaken 
the EOC as a source of persecution. Converts and ‘underground 
believers’ have to be very cautious to avoid being traced. The level 
of violence is medium, although it is likely that several forms of 
physical violence are underreported e.g. violence against Christian 
women. Persecution often starts in the family and there have been 
some violent attacks within families. The fanatic group inside the 
EOC (‘Mahibere Kidusan’) is a growing threat for non-traditional 
Protestants and renewal movements within the EOC. The group 
allegedly wants to control the government policies to restrict the 
activities of other religions. The death of Prime Minister Zenawi, who 
sought to crush Mahibere Kidusan, is considered a big blow for the 
renewal movements. Mahibere Kidusan is currently riding high. An 
underground fanatic Islamic group (‘Kewarjah’) is repeatedly blamed 
for attacks against Christians in southwestern Ethiopia. Moreover, 
the awakening of Muslims is believed to have been initiated by a 
group called ‘Committee for Coordinating Muslims Demands’. A new 
law aimed at banning all religious messages and talks from public 
spaces, is expected to bring a wave of restrictions against Christians. 
Ethiopia ranks 15th on the WWL, in the category ‘Severe Persecution’. 

16 Uzbekistan
SCORE: 62

‘Dictatorial paranoia’ and ‘Organised corruption’ drive the 
persecution in Uzbekistan. No religious activities outside state-
controlled institutions are allowed in the country. The Russian 
Orthodox Church has more freedoms, though the regime will 
do anything necessary to stay in power. Protestants are seen as 
a destabilising element which needs to be controlled or rather 
eradicated. Systemic corruption is rife and anyone opposing 
this, as Christians do, comes under pressure. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) face pressure from family, friends and community 
and are perceived as bringing shame to the community. Churches 
live in fear of raids, termination of services and confiscation of 
literature, which are frequent and increasing. Church members 
face harassment, detention and arrest for ‘illegal religious activity’ 
or ‘extremist charges’ including holding private prayer meetings 
or possessing illegal literature. The importation of Scripture is 
hindered, churches require compulsory registration and there are 
again frequent and increasingly heavy fines for conducting services 
or possessing material. The future is unlikely to see improvement 
for believers with an expected transition in leadership in coming 
years and the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan in 2014 which 
could lead to an influx of Islamic extremists. Uzbekistan also has 
the highest number of political prisoners among all former Soviet 
Union states (estimated between 5,000 to 10,000). If those prisoners 
– frequently imprisoned on true or alleged terrorist charges - are 
released, this could further fuel sentiment against the Christian 
minority. Uzbekistan ranks 16th on the WWL, in the category ‘Severe 
Persecution’.
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Nigérie
68 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Nigérii je islámský extremismus. 
S útlakem a perzekucí křesťanů je nejčastěji spojována islámská 
teroristická organizace Boko Haram. Ve zpravodajském období si 
násilnosti, často spojované s touto islámskou teroristickou sku-
pinou, vyžádaly v severní Nigérii životy nejméně 800 křesťanů. 
Perzekuce je však spletitá, zejména ve dvanácti severních státech, 
kde je uplatňován zákon šaría a kde místní úřady a společnost 
nenechávají křesťanům téměř žádný prostor, aby mohli žít svým 
způsobem života. Konvertovat je nebezpečné a křesťané mus-
limského původu i ostatní křesťané v mnoha severních státech 
čelí pronásledování. Církev zakouší tlak jak od kmenového anta-
gonismu, tak organizované korupce, tak islámského extrémismu. 
O perzekuci se hovoří nejvíce ve státech ovládaných šaríou. Křes-
ťané trpí restrikcemi ve školství, křesťanským dívkám hrozí únosy 
a vynucená manželství. Křesťanům je odpíráno zaměstnání a pří-
stup k čisté vodě, zdravotnictví a k cestám. Otevřená integrace 
nových konvertitů od islámu do církve je velmi obtížná. Stupně 
útlaku se v jednotlivých oblastech země různí, jsou zhoršovány te-
roristickými akcemi a nepředvídatelným okolním prostředím, kvů-
li čemuž křesťané musí žít ve strachu. Cílem islamistů je přivést 
celou zemi do „Domu islámu“. Zvolení současného prezidenta Go-
odlucka Jonathana vyvolalo vážné nepokoje, neboť je křesťanem 
z Jihu. Mnozí křesťané se obávají voleb v roce 2015. Budoucnost 
nevypadá dobře, neboť narůstají spojení s Al-Kajdou v Maghrebu 
a Boko Haram pravděpodobně své útoky ještě zesílí.
Nigérie zaujímá na WWL třináctou pozici v kategorii kruté proná-
sledování.

Pákistán
63 bodů

Motorem perzekuce v Pákistánu jsou islámský extremismus, dik-
tátorská paranoia a organizovaná korupce. 
Křesťané jsou sevřeni mezi militantní islámské organizace, isla-
mizační snahy, slabou a zkorumpovanou vládu a armádu, jež se 
podílí na podněcování islámských válečníků. Perzekuci je možno 
sledovat už po mnoho let a země je na nejlepší cestě nejpozději 
do roku 2030 vystřídat Indonésii jako stát s nejvyšším počtem 
muslimského obyvatelstva. Křesťané tvoří asi 2,5 % obyvatel. 
V uplynulých měsících poutal pozornost prominentní případ Rim-
shy Masih, jež byla obviněna ze znesvěcení koránu, v září byla pro-
puštěna a později zproštěna všech obvinění. Tento případ vyvolal 
debatu na téma zneužívání zákonů o rouhání k akcím proti nevin-
ným lidem. Extrémistické skupiny stále vyvolávají nenávist vůči 
křesťanům: ve stejné době, kdy byla Rimsha propuštěna, byli další 
křesťané obviněni z rouhání. Tímto dobře známým způsobem ne-
jsou zasaženi pouze křesťané. Diskriminace má dopad na všech-
ny oblasti každodenního život. Otevření nové církevní budovy je 
prakticky nemožné a počet křesťanů uchylujících se k emigraci 
neklesá. Křesťanská komunita je velmi zranitelná a stále přichá-
zejí zprávy o sexuálně zaměřených útocích muslimů na nezletilé 
křesťanské dívky. Mnoho křesťanů jsou nevzdělaní dělníci trpící 
nespravedlivým jednáním zaměstnavatelů. Lze však svobodně 
provozovat tradiční církve a počet křesťanů pomalu narůstá. Spo-
lečnost však přesto křesťanskou menšinu přehlíží. Extrémistická 
stanoviska, znevýhodňující a poškozující menšiny, pravděpodob-
ně získají v nadcházejících volbách podporu. 
Pákistán zaujímá na WWL 14. pozici v kategorii kruté pronásle-
dování.

Etiopie
63 bodů

Perzekuce v Etiopii vychází z více sil. Z historického hlediska je 
jednou z nich duchovenská povýšenost (arogance). Etiopská or-
todoxní církev (EOC) celá léta velmi pronásledovala věřící, kteří 
opustili její řady nebo se zapojili do hnutí obnovy v EOC. Další 
silou je islámský extrémismus. V zemi, v níž žije 66 % křesťanů 
a 34 % muslimů se zvyšuje nepřátelství vůči křesťanům. Jako třetí 
hraje roli diktátorská paranoia. 
WWL 2013 zaznamenal ostrý vzestup Etiopie na seznamu a is-
lám překonal EOC jako zdroj perzekuce. Konvertité a „podzemní 
věřící“ musí být velmi opatrní, aby se vyhnuli sledování. Úroveň 
násilností je střední, je však pravděpodobné, že některé případy, 
například fyzické násilí vůči ženám, nejsou zveřejněny v plném 
rozsahu. Perzekuce často začíná v rodinách, kde došlo k hrubým 
útokům. Rostoucí hrozbou netradičním protestantům a hnutí ob-
novy v EOC jsou fanatické skupiny uvnitř EOC (Mahibere Kidusan). 
Skupina chce údajně řídit vládní politiku, a tak omezit činnost 
dalších církví. Za velkou ránu pro hnutí obnovy je považována 
Smrt ministerského předsedy Zenawiho, jenž se usiloval rozbít 
Mahibere Kidusan. Skupina Mahibere Kidusan je v současné době 
velmi silná. Z útoků proti křesťanům zejména v jihozápadní Etio-
pii je opakovaně obviňována ilegální fanatická islámská skupina 
Kewarjah. Kromě toho se soudí, že muslimové jsou podněcováni 
skupinou zvanou Výbor pro koordinování muslimských požadav-
ků (Committee for Coordinating Muslims Demands). Očekává se, 
že nový zákon zaměřený na zákaz všech náboženských poselství 
a diskusí na veřejnosti přinese vlnu restrikcí proti křesťanům. 
Etiopie zaujímá na WWL 15. pozici v kategorii kruté pronásledo-
vání. 

Uzbekistán
62 bodů

Motorem perzekuce v Uzbekistánu je diktátorská paranoia a or-
ganizovaná korupce. 
V zemi nejsou povoleny žádné náboženské aktivity mimo státem 
řízené instituce. Více svobod má Ruská pravoslavná církev, jenže 
režim udělá vše, jen aby zůstal u moci. Protestanti jsou považová-
ni za nestabilizující prvek, jenž je nutno kontrolovat a ještě lépe 
vymýtit. Korupce je častá a každý, kdo se proti ní postaví, což 
křesťané dělají, se dostává pod tlak. Křesťané muslimského půvo-
du čelí tlakům ze strany rodiny, přátel a obce a jsou považováni 
za osoby, které zostuzují společnost. Církve žijí ve strachu z útoků, 
zákazu činnosti a konfiskování literatury, jež jsou časté a stále jich 
přibývá. Členové církve čelí týrání, obtěžování, zadržování a zatý-
kání oficiálně za ilegální náboženskou činnost nebo extremismus, 
což v sobě zahrnuje i pořádání soukromých modlitebních setkání 
nebo vlastnictví ilegální literatury. Jsou kladeny překážky dovozu 
Písma, po církvích je vyžadována povinná registrace, bohoslužby 
jsou pokutovány stále vyššími částkami, stejně jako vlastnictví 
náboženských materiálů. V budoucnosti se nedá předpokládat 
zlepšení situace věřících. Důvodem je očekávaná změna vedení 
v příštích letech a stažení mezinárodních vojsk z Afghánistánu 
v roce 2014, což by mohlo vést k přílivu islámských extrémistů. 
Uzbekistán má nejvyšší počet politických vězňů ze všech postso-
větských států (jejich počet se odhaduje na 5 až 10 tisíc). Budou-li 
tito trestanci – věznění za skutečné nebo smyšlené teroristické 
akce – propuštěni, může tím být podnícen odpor vůči křesťanské 
menšině.
 Uzbekistán zaujímá na WWL 16. pozici v kategorii kruté proná-
sledování.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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17 LIBYA
SCORE: 60

The main persecution dynamic in Libya is ‘Islamic extremism’. 
Under Gaddafi’s rule, conditions for Christians were extremely 
harsh and Libya did not even have a real constitution. The 
feared and omnipresent secret police made sure restrictions on 
church activities and distribution of literature were enforced and 
evangelism criminalised. Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) are 
always at risk from their families and most Libyan Christians are 
afraid to meet as any kind of religious gathering is forbidden. Expats 
are allowed churches but Libyans are not allowed to attend. The 
revolutions in Egypt and Tunisia gave Libyans the courage to fight 
Gaddafi, but despite this leading to Gaddafi’s death, it is feared 
that the future will be worse. Because of the unrest, 75 per cent of 
expat Christians have left the country. The NTC, who took over after 
Gaddafi, have repeatedly announced their intent to implement 
a ‘democracy according to Sharia’ in Libya where all citizens are 
already considered Sunni Muslim by law. The main persecution 
agents today are family, community, fanatical armed groups and, 
to a lesser extent, the government. To import Arabic Scriptures 
remains strictly forbidden and proselytising and missionary activity 
is officially prohibited. Many Libyan Christians are fleeing their 
homeland. It is unlikely that the situation will change, even with 
a new constitution. Libya ranks 17th on the WWL, among the 
countries where there is ‘Severe Persecution’.

18 LAOS
SCORE: 59

The main persecution dynamics in Laos are ‘Communist oppression’ 
and ‘Religious militancy’. Laos is unique as one of the few remaining 
Marxist-Leninist countries in the world as well as one of the few 
countries to follow Theravada Buddhism. The state and the ruling 
Communist party put heavy pressure on the small Christian 
community If Christians do not participate in traditional festivities 
and ceremonies, they also face Buddhist aggression. Three Christian 
denominations are registered yet Christians remain the number 
one enemy of the state. On paper, the government protects the 
rights of Christians but this is not the case in practice. Persecution 
is mostly instigated by animists and spiritists who lose their trade 
due to conversions to Christianity. Therefore, there are high levels 
of persecution in tribal areas and villages. Families see Christianity 
as breaking family unity; being Lao is synonymous with being 
Buddhist. Evangelisation is effectively prohibited on the grounds 
it would create social division. The government promotes Lao 
culture which includes teaching Buddhist practices. In 2012 at least 
three churches closed under Decree 92, the principal legislation 
defining religious practices and favouring Buddhism. There were, 
however, encouraging reports of an official stopping the expulsion 
of 10 Christian families. No major changes are expected as the 
government continues to favour Buddhism therefore encouraging 
local religious and political leaders to pressurise the Christian 
minority. Laos ranks 18th on the WWL, in the category ‘Severe 
Persecution’.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 TURKMENISTAN
SCORE: 58
‘Dictatorial paranoia’ and ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Turkmenistan. The country is ruled by 
an autocratic regime which executes strict state control in order 
to avoid the emergence of any independent economic, social or 
cultural groups, which includes churches. Turkmenistan is one of 
the most corrupt countries in the world. It is very rich, mainly due 
to large gas fields, but the riches only benefit a small minority. 
Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) face pressure from both their 
families and the community. All Christians are treated with mistrust 
yet MBBs face significantly more problems in this regard, including 
being physically harmed. All unregistered religious activity is strictly 
illegal and the government uses the ‘Council on Religious Affairs’ 
to monitor and pressurise churches. Police, the secret service and 
informers keep the church under surveillance. The frequency of 
raids, even on registered churches, has increased and getting 
registration is nearly impossible. The Russian Orthodox Church 
faces less problems in this regard.  Formal religious education is 
almost totally banned. All religious publications are forbidden. 
Former President Niyazov’s book ‘Ruhnama’, which links Turkmen 
identity with Islam, continues to have an influence and is reportedly 
still used in school and university curricula. Arbitrary treatment, 
raids, fines and court charges will go on as long as the ruling elite 
perceives every group it cannot control as a threat to their absolute 
power. Turkmenistan ranks 19th in the WWL, in category ‘Severe 
Persecution’.

20 QATAR
SCORE: 58
The main persecution dynamic in Qatar is ‘Islamic extremism’ in 
combination with ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The state religion in Qatar 
is strictly conservative Islam and nearly all Qatari citizens are by 
definition Sunni or Shia Muslims. Christianity entered Qatar in the 
early centuries AD, before being driven out. Over the past 100 
years, expats (including Christians) have arrived. Public worship of 
religions other than Islam was prohibited until recently. There are 
some Christian places of worship. Most Qataris are unhappy yet 
no explicit opposition has been displayed. There is, however, a flip 
side – as Christian worship will only be allowed in a designated 
religious complex, there is a risk of ghettoisation. Many expat 
labourers are denied access to the complex as they live too far away 
or are prevented from attending by employers. The concentration of 
Christian activities in one spot provides opportunity to control and 
monitor Christians. There are more than 100 informal fellowships 
gathering in homes and generally tolerated by authorities. The 
Qatari Constitution declares that ‘freedom to practise religious rites 
shall be guaranteed’ yet in reality, expat Christians are restricted. 
The government prohibits proselytising of non-Muslims and foreign 
workers who evangelise are frequently deported. Fear is a significant 
factor and a Muslim who converts is considered an apostate and 
may face the death penalty. Qatar ranks 20th on the WWL, in the 
category ‘Severe Persecution’.
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Libye
60 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Libyi je islámský extrémimus. 
Podmínky křesťanů byly za vlády Kaddáfího mimořádně kruté 
a Libye dokonce neměla skutečnou ústavu. Zesílily restrikce, jimiž 
obávaná a všudypřítomná tajná policie přísně zakazovala činnost 
církví a distribuci literatury, a sdílení evangelia se stalo trestným 
činem. Věřící muslimského původu jsou vždy ohroženi svou rodi-
nou, většina libyjských křesťanů se bojí setkávání, neboť jakákoliv 
forma shromažďování za náboženskými účely je zakázána. Zahra-
niční pracovníci mají povoleny církve, avšak Libyjci je nesmí na-
vštěvovat. Revoluce v Egyptě a Tunisku dodaly Libyjcům odvahu 
bojovat proti Kaddáfímu, ale i přes Kaddáfího smrt je zde obava, 
že budoucnost bude horší. Kvůli nepokojům zemi opustilo 75 % 
křesťanů z řad zahraničních pracovníků. Národní přechodná rada, 
jež převzala moc po Kaddáfím, opakovaně oznámila svůj úmysl 
zavést v Libyi, v níž jsou všichni občané podle zákona sunnity, 
demokracii podle šaríi. Perzekuce dnes vychází zejména z rodiny, 
obce, fanatických ozbrojených skupin a v menší míře z vlády. Do-
voz Bible v arabštině je nadále přísně zakázán a obracení na víru 
a misijní činnost jsou oficiálně zapovězeny. Mnoho libyjských 
křesťanů prchá ze svých domovů. Je nepravděpodobné, že se si-
tuace změní, a to ani podle nové ústavy. 
Libyi patří na WWL 17. pozice mezi zeměmi s krutým pronásle-
dováním.

Laos
59 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Laosu je komunistický útlak 
a náboženská militantnost. 
Laos je jedním z několika přetrvávajících marx-leninských států 
ve světě stejně jako jedním z mála států, kde má vliv škola bud-
dhismu zvaná Théraváda. Stát a vládnoucí komunistická strana 
vyvíjejí těžký nátlak na malou křesťanskou obec. Pokud se křesťa-
né nezúčastňují tradičních obřadů a slavností, musí rovněž čelit 
útokům ze strany buddhistů. Registrovány jsou tři křesťanské de-
nominace, přesto křesťané zůstávají nepřítelem státu číslo jedna. 
Vláda chrání práva křesťanů, ovšem ne ve skutečnosti, ale jen 
na papíře. Perzekuce je podněcována zejména animisty a spiritis-
ty, jejichž obchodní zájmy jsou ohroženy kvůli konvertování lidí 
ke křesťanství. Proto je pronásledování v kmenových oblastech 
a ve vesnicích velmi silné. Rodiny považují křesťanství za něco, co 
ničí rodinnou soudržnost: být Lao je synonymem být buddhista. 
Evangelizace je zakázána pod záminkou, že by byla příčinou spo-
lečenského rozdělení. Vláda podporuje laoskou kulturu, k níž pat-
ří vyučování buddhistickým obřadům. V roce 2012 byly nejméně 
tři modlitebny uzavřeny na základě zásadního právního výnosu 
č. 92 upravujícího praktikování náboženské víry a favorizujícího 
buddhismus. Dostali jsme však rovněž povzbudivé zprávy, že bylo 
zastaveno vyhnání deseti křesťanských rodin. Nelze očekávat, že 
dojde k větším změnám, neboť vláda nadále podporuje buddhis-
mus, a proto povzbuzuje místní náboženské a politické vedení 
k utlačování křesťanské menšiny.
Laosu patří na WWL 18. pozice v kategorii kruté pronásledování.

Turkmenistán
58 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Turkmenistánu jsou diktátor-
ská paranoia a organizovaná korupce.
V zemi vládne autokratický režim, který provádí důslednou státní 
kontrolu zaměřenou proti nárůstu jakékoliv nezávislé ekonomic-
ké, společenské nebo kulturní skupiny včetně církví. Turkmenis-
tán je jednou z nejzkorumpovanějších zemí světa. Je velmi bohatý, 
zejména díky svým rozlehlým ropným polím, bohatství však slouží 
jen nepatrné menšině. Křesťané muslimského původu zakoušejí 
pronásledování jak ze strany svých rodin, tak ze strany společnos-
ti. Se všemi křesťany se zachází s nedůvěrou, přesto však křesťané 
muslimského původu čelí v této oblasti většímu množství problé-
mů včetně fyzických útoků. Veškerá neregistrovaná náboženská 
aktivita je přísně zakázána a vláda používá Radu pro náboženské 
záležitosti ke sledování církví a nátlaku na ně. Policie, tajná služ-
ba a donašeči drží církev pod dohledem. Počet útoků, dokonce 
i na registrované církve, stále narůstá a získat registraci je téměř 
nemožné. Ruská pravoslavná církev má problémů méně. Formál-
ní náboženské vzdělávání je téměř úplně zakázáno, stejně jako 
všechny náboženské publikace. Kniha Ruhnama, již napsal bývalý 
prezident Nijazov a jež identifikuje Turkmeny s islámem, i nadále 
ovlivňuje společnost a podle zpráv je stále používána ve školních 
a universitních osnovách. Despotické zacházení, útoky, pokuty 
a soudní procesy budou pokračovat tak dlouho, dokud bude vlád-
ní elita považovat každou skupinu, kterou nemůže mít pod kont-
rolou, za hrozbu pro svou moc.
Turkmenistán zaujímá na WWL 19. pozici v kategorii kruté pro-
následování.

Katar
58 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Kataru je islámský extremis-
mus společně s diktátorskou paranoiou.
Státním náboženstvím v Kataru je přísně konzervativní islám a té-
měř všichni katarští občané jsou definováni jako sunnité nebo šíité. 
Křesťanství se na území Kataru dostalo v prvních stoletích našeho 
letopočtu, ale později bylo vypuzeno. V posledních sto letech při-
šli na území Kataru cizinci včetně křesťanů. Veřejné bohoslužby 
jiných náboženství než islámu byly donedávna zakázány. V zemi 
existuje několik křesťanských modliteben. Většina obyvatel Kata-
ru je nespokojených, přestože dosud nebyl projevován výslovný 
odpor. Je zde však i obrácená strana mince – vzhledem k tomu, že 
křesťanské bohoslužby jsou povoleny pouze v určených nábožen-
ských komplexech, hrozí, že křesťané budou uzavřeni v ghettech. 
Mnoha zahraničním pracovníkům je odpírán přístup do podob-
ných komplexů: buď žijí příliš daleko, nebo jim v účasti na boho-
službách brání zaměstnavatelé. Koncentrace křesťanských aktivit 
na jedno místo umožňuje křesťany sledovat a kontrolovat. V zemi 
existuje více než 100 neformálních společenství, jež se scházejí 
v domovech a jsou úřady tolerovány. Katarská ústava vyhlašu-
je, že „bude zaručena svoboda praktikovat náboženské obřady“, 
křesťanům ze zahraničních dělníků je přesto tato svoboda omezo-
vána. Vláda zakazuje obracení nemuslimů na křesťanství a zahra-
niční pracovníci, kteří evangelizují, jsou mnohdy deportováni ze 
země. Významným faktorem je strach, muslim, jenž konvertoval, 
je považován za odpadlíka a může být trestán smrtí.
Katar zaujímá na WWL 20. pozici v kategorii kruté pronásledování.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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21 VIETNAM
SCORE: 57 

The main persecution dynamics in Vietnam are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. Vietnam is one of the 
remaining countries in the world following a communist ideology. 
The authorities still perceive Christianity as a foreign influence 
and Christians as Western agents. Many Christians from a tribal 
background like the Hmong face pressure on them to return to 
traditional faith, especially in rural areas. The state, with the help 
of local tribal leaders, watches churches closely. Converts from a 
Buddhist and animistic background come under additional pressure 
from family and the community. Gatherings are suspected as 
meetings to plot against the government. The government requires 
permits for larger gatherings and will issue them last minute – if at 
all – in order to deter people from attending. Obtaining recognition 
for churches or permission to renovate a church building is a long 
process. In the reporting period, at least seven churches, all Catholic, 
were confiscated. Training of leaders has to be done secretly and 
integrating converts has to be done very cautiously. Importing 
Christian materials is prohibited. Christians face violence and are 
sent to prison, not officially because of their faith, but because 
of ‘anti-government’ propaganda. It is unlikely that the situation 
will change substantially in the coming years. The government 
has started to place more restrictions on Christians fearing that 
nationals will follow the Arab Spring trend. Vietnam ranks 21st on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Severe Persecution’.

22 OMAN
SCORE: 56

The main persecution dynamics in Oman are ‘Islamic extremism’ and 
‘Dictatorial paranoia’. There has been no visible change in recent 
years in the situation for Christians in Oman. Islam is the state 
religion and Sharia law forms the basis for legislation. Apostasy is 
not a criminal offense but the legal system, names all citizens as 
Muslim. The very concept of a change of faith for an Omani citizen 
is an anathema. An Omani convert faces problems under the 
Personal Status and Family Legal Code which prohibits a father from 
having custody of his children if he leaves Islam. Almost the entire 
Christian population of around 35,000 is expatriate; there are hardly 
any indigenous Christians. All religious organisations must register 
and Christian meetings are monitored for political messages and 
nationals attending. Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) could 
even lose their family or job, or be killed. No violent persecution 
has been reported although there have been deportations of expat 
Christians in the past. This was primarily because of their open 
witness, which is prohibited by law. Permission is needed from the 
authorities for the distribution of religious literature also. Oman 
ranks 21st on the WWL and belongs to the countries with ‘Severe 
Persecution, which mostly affects MBBs’. Oman ranks 22nd on the 
WWL, in the category ‘Severe Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 MAURITANIA
SCORE: 56
The main persecution dynamic in Mauritania is ‘Islamic extremism’ 
which has become more visible demonstrating the growing 
influence of Salafism. In December 2012, Islamist Members of 
Parliament questioned the government about their attitude towards 
foreign Christian organisations and in July 2011, the council of 
Mauritanian Imams asked the government to criminalise obvious 
apostasy and proselytising. The influence of al-Qaeda in the 
Maghreb is growing and attempting to monitor Christian activity in 
the country. The Arab Spring has not yet had an impact but Islam 
extremism is becoming more influential. Mauritania is not often in 
the news and seems to have been forgotten by the international 
community. Very little attention has been given to the suffering of 
the small, local church. Harsh government restrictions make it very 
difficult for Christian missions to operate in the country. Religious 
beliefs and practices are strongly restricted by government 
laws, policies and actions. However, the government is weak in 
enforcement. Mauritania is very proud to be a pure Muslim country. 
It does not include any provisions for religious freedom in its 
constitution and its laws prohibit conversion to the Christian faith. 
Pressure on Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) from family, tribe 
members and leaders of local mosques is constant throughout the 
country and very high. Mauritania ranks 23th on the WWL, in the 
category ‘Severe Persecution’.

24 TANZANIA
SCORE: 55

Tanzania is new on the World Watch List with ‘Islamic extremism’ 
as the main persecution dynamic. The Zanzibar archipelago makes 
up only a very small part of Tanzania and has a president and 
semi-autonomous political structure, separate from the mainland 
political system. Tanzania is a Christian majority country with a 
very substantial Muslim population. There is a strong Islamist drive 
towards the Tanzanian ‘House of Islam’. The situation for Muslim 
Background Believers (MBBs) is difficult tough not extreme. The 
state hasn’t declared Islam as a prescriptive national religion while 
local governments seem to respect this rather well. Still MBBs 
had to flee their homes, and their spouses forcefully married to 
another Muslim. In Zanzibar there was serious violence, driven by 
‘Vugu vugu la uamsho’ (‘Revival Movement for the Preservation of 
Islam’). It claimed to be wiping out all Christians from the Zanzibar 
archipelago, mainly Zanzibar Island. Churches were burnt, church 
property looted and Christians, especially church leaders, were 
threatened with death. The Zanzibar archipelago is a very serious 
instigator of hostilities against Christians, not only on the islands but 
also on mainland Tanzania. They have strong Islamic militant groups 
that often persecute Christians heavily. On mainland Tanzania 
the push for the further spread of Islam is less violent but equally 
persistent. Part of this push is through the constitutional review 
process, and strategic infiltration of main sectors of society. If the 
push for secession succeeds, the presence of the church on Zanzibar 
and Pemba Islands is likely to be reduced to (nearly) zero. The frantic 
moves of Islamists in mainland Tanzania will just continue. For the 
church, this means difficult times are likely to be ahead. Tanzania 
ranks 24th on the WWL, in the category ‘Severe Persecution’.
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Vietnam
57 bodů

 
Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce ve Vietnamu jsou komunistický 
útlak a diktátorská paranoia. 
Vietnam je jednou ze zemí světa, jež dosud zastávají komunistic-
kou ideologii. Úřady stále vnímají křesťanství jako cizí vliv a křes-
ťany jako agenty Západu. Mnoho křesťanů pocházejících z národů 
jako například Hmong musí zejména v zemědělských oblastech 
čelit nátlaku, aby se vrátili k tradiční víře. Stát za pomoci míst-
ních náčelníků důkladně sleduje církve. Konvertité od buddhismu 
a animismu jsou pod dalším nátlakem ze strany rodiny a obce. 
Shromáždění jsou chápána jako setkání, kde se kují pikle proti 
vládě. Vláda vyžaduje povolení k větším shromážděním a vydává 
je na poslední chvíli – pokud je vůbec udělí – aby zabránila lidem 
tato shromáždění navštívit. Uznání církve nebo povolení k opra-
vám církevních budov je na dlouhé lokte. V období, za které je 
sestavena zpráva, bylo konfiskováno nejméně sedm sborů, všech-
ny katolické. Veškeré vyučování je nutno konat tajně a přijímání 
uvěřivších musí být velmi opatrné. Dovoz křesťanských materiálů 
je zakázán. Křesťané čelí násilnostem, jsou uvrhováni do vězení, 
ovšem oficiálně ne kvůli své víře, ale pro podněcování proti vládě. 
Je nepravděpodobné, že by se v nejbližších letech situace pod-
statně změnila. Vláda zahájila množství restrikcí vůči křesťanům 
v obavě, že nacionalisté budou následovat trend Arabského jara.
Vietnam je na 21. příčce WWL v kategorii kruté pronásledování.

Omán
56 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Ománu je islámský extremis-
mus a diktátorská paranoia.
Situace křesťanů v Ománu se v posledních letech viditelně nezmě-
nila. Státním náboženstvím je islám a zákony šaría tvoří základ 
legislativy. Odpadlictví sice není trestným činem, avšak právní 
systém hovoří o všech obyvatelích jako o muslimech. Sám po-
jem změna vyznání znamená u občana Ománu totéž co klatba. 
Ománští konvertité čelí problémům vycházejícím ze zákona upra-
vujícího osobní status občana a rodinné právo, jenž zakazuje otci, 
který opustil islám, pečovat a starat se o své děti. Téměř veškerá 
populace křesťanů, čítající kolem 35 000 osob, je původem ze 
zahraničí, téměř žádný z křesťanů není rodilý Ománec. Všechny 
náboženské organizace musí být registrovány a křesťanská shro-
máždění jsou sledována. Věřící pocházející z muslimského pro-
středí mohou dokonce přijít o rodinu nebo zaměstnání nebo být 
zabiti. Nejsou žádné zprávy o násilí spáchaném na křesťanech, 
třebaže v minulosti byli křesťané z jiných zemí z Ománu deporto-
váni. Stávalo se tak především kvůli jejich otevřenému svědectví, 
což zákon zakazuje. Úřady rovněž vyžadují povolení k distribuci 
náboženské literatury.
Omán zaujímá na WWL 21. pozici a patří k zemím s krutým pro-
následováním, jež se týká především osob muslimského původu.
Omán zaujímá na WWL 22. pozici v kategorii kruté pronásledo-
vání.

Mauretánie
56 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Mauretánii je islámský extre-
mismus, jenž se zviditelnil tím, jak demonstruje narůstající vliv 
hnutí Salafíja.
V prosinci 2012 interpelovali muslimští členové parlamentu vlá-
du ohledně postoje vůči zahraničním křesťanským organizacím. 
V červenci 2011 rada mauretánských imámů vyzvala vládu, aby 
zařadila odpadlictví a proselytismus mezi trestné činy. V Maghre-
bu narůstá vliv Al-Kajdy, jež se snaží monitorovat činnost křesťa-
nů v zemi. Arabské jaro svůj dopad zatím nezanechalo, ale vliv 
islámského extremismu je stále silnější. Mauretánie se ve zpravo-
dajství příliš neobjevuje a zdá se, jako by na ni mezinárodní spo-
lečenství zapomnělo. Velmi malé pozornosti se dostává utrpení 
malých místních církví. Kruté vládní restrikce velmi ztěžují čin-
nost křesťanských misií. Náboženská víra a její praktikování jsou 
silně omezeny vládními zákony, postupy a akcemi. Vláda je však 
slabá, pokud jde o prosazování těchto restrikcí. Mauretánie je vel-
mi pyšná, že je čistě muslimskou zemí. Ústava neobsahuje žádné 
zaručení náboženské svobody a zákony zakazují konverzi ke křes-
ťanství. Tlak na křesťany muslimského původu ze strany rodiny, 
rodu a vůdců místních mešit je velmi vysoký a stejný v celé zemi.
Mauretánie zaujímá na WWL 23. pozici v kategorii kruté proná-
sledování.

Tanzanie
55 bodů

Tanzanie je novým státem na WWL, přičemž hlavním motorem 
perzekuce je islámský extremismus. 
Souostroví Zanzibar tvoří jen velmi malou část Tanzanie. V čele 
státu stojí prezident a země má poloautonomní politickou struk-
turu oddělenou od politického systému na pevnině. Tanzanie je 
zemí s křesťanskou většinou a velmi významným počtem muslim-
ského obyvatelstva. V Tanzanii je silná tendence směrem k tan-
zanskému Domu islámu. Postavení věřících muslimského původu 
je obtížné, nesnadné, avšak ne extrémně. Stát dosud nenařídil 
islám za státní náboženství, zatímco místní úřady se islámem řídí. 
Věřící muslimského původu nicméně museli uprchnout ze svých 
domovů a jejich manželky byly násilně provdány za jiné musli-
my. Na Zanzibaru došlo k značným násilnostem, jejichž hybnou 
silou bylo „Vugu vugu la uamsho“ (Obrozenecké hnutí za zacho-
vání islámu). Toto hnutí proklamuje, že vyžene všechny křesťany 
ze Zanzibarského souostroví, zejména z ostrova stejného jména. 
Byly vypáleny kostely, církevní majetek vypleněn a křesťané, pře-
devším vedoucí představitelé, čelili výhrůžkám smrti. Zanzibarské 
souostroví je velmi nebezpečným a nepřátelským štváčem vyhro-
žujícím křesťanům. Hrozby však přicházejí rovněž z pevninské 
části Tanzanie, kde silné islámské militantní skupiny často krutě 
pronásledují křesťany. V pevninské části Tanzanie není větší roz-
šíření islámu prosazováno tak násilně, zato stejně usilovně. Ší-
ření islámu je prosazováno rovněž prostřednictvím revize ústavy 
a strategickou infiltrací do hlavních oblastí společnosti. Pokud 
budou mít snahy o odštěpení úspěch, počet členů církve na os-
trovech Zanzibar a Pemba klesne pravděpodobně až k nule. Fa-
natická islámská hnutí v pevninské části Tanzanie budou stále 
působit. Církev očividně čekají těžké časy. 
Tanzanie zaujímá na WWL 24. pozici v kategorii kruté pronásle-
dování. 



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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25 EGYPT
SCORE: 54

‘Islamic extremism’ is the main persecution dynamic in Egypt. Egypt 
is home to nearly 10 million Christians but massive emigration is a 
concern and persecution is on the rise. Egypt made headlines with 
the October 2011 Maspero massacre that killed 26 Coptic Christians. 
Islam is the state religion and the population is predominantly 
Muslim. The revolution that ousted President Mubarak brought 
Muslims and Christians together but improved relations were 
short-lived as radical Muslims won the parliamentary elections on 
25 November 2011. With the Muslim Brotherhood in control of the 
country’s legislative and executive power, Islam is becoming more 
visible. The government has been unable to impose necessary law 
and order to the detriment of the protection of Christians. Support 
for both the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafi Islam is growing. 
After the revolution, ‘Islamic extremism’ has replaced ‘Dictatorial 
paranoia’ as the country’s main persecution dynamic. No political 
answers are given to the problems of poverty and unemployment 
faced by the country so the people seek refuge in religion and are 
vulnerable to radical expressions of Islam. However, the church 
is growing very slowly. Egypt’s future will be determined by 
politics. A new constitution could drastically reshape the country. 
However, a scenario in which the church is confined to a situation 
of dhimmitude is more likely in light of recent developments. Egypt 
ranks 25th on the WWL, in the category ‘Severe Persecution’.

26 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
SCORE: 54
The main persecution dynamic in the United Arab Emirates is 
‘Islamic extremism.’ The United Arab Emirates is one of the most 
liberal countries in the Gulf; expatriates make up around 80 per cent 
of the population. The constitution provides for religious freedom 
on the condition that established customs, public policy or public 
morals are not violated. ‘Dictatorial paranoia’ also plays a role in 
the persecution of believers in the United Arab Emirates. MBBs 
suffer the most persecution, while expats enjoy some freedom but 
also face restrictions, especially migrant workers from developing 
countries. All citizens are defined as Muslims and the law denies 
Muslims the freedom to change religion under penalty of death. 
To avoid death, social stigma or other penalties, converts may be 
pressured to return to Islam, to hide their faith or to travel to another 
country where their conversion is allowed. There are very few local 
believers among the Muslim population. Evangelism is prohibited, 
but non-Muslim groups can worship freely in dedicated buildings or 
private homes. However, the government places restrictions on the 
development of worship facilities for Christian migrants. Though the 
Arab Spring did not have much effect in the United Arab Emirates, 
the latest developments in the Middle East have led the local people 
to question what good leadership is. Christians in the country have 
many opportunities for Muslim–Christian dialogue. The United Arab 
Emirates rank 26th on the WWL and belong to the countries with 
‘Moderate Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 BRUNEI
SCORE: 53
The main persecution dynamic in Brunei is ‘Islamic extremism’, with 
‘Tribal antagonism’ completing the picture. Brunei is an Islamic 
nation, based on an ideology called Malay Muslim Monarchy. By 
decree, contact with Christians in other countries, the import of 
Bibles and the public celebration of Christmas are all banned. 
The monarchy is seen as the defender of the faith and Sharia law 
has been fully implemented since 2011. Islam governs all aspects 
of life in Brunei. There is a programme of Islamisation for natives 
and entering a tribal village is monitored by government spies 
and police. Islamic extremism and tribal antagonism are the main 
persecution dynamics. Family, friends and neighbours can become 
sources of hostility for Muslim Background Believers (MBBs). The 
government recognises only three Catholic and three Anglican 
churches as official churches in the country. Unregistered churches 
are considered ‘illegal sects’ of Christianity by the government. 
The church is not able to function freely and churches are ‘spied 
on’ by government officials. Providing theological training is 
difficult and Christian bookshops are not allowed. The level of fear 
among Christians is very high. There are six Christian schools but 
they face pressure to remove Bible studies from the curriculum. 
Recently, the Sultan announced that from 2013 Islamic religious 
studies will become a compulsory subject in schools. As long as the 
ruling monarch perceives himself as defender of the faith and the 
governing authorities execute his will, the Christian minority will be 
neglected and discriminated against. Brunei ranks 27th on the WWL, 
in the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

28 BHUTAN
SCORE: 52
The main persecution dynamic in Bhutan is ‘Religious militancy’, 
sometimes mixed with ‘Tribal antagonism’. Bhutan was a 
Buddhist kingdom for centuries and even now, after introducing 
constitutional monarchy and democracy, Buddhism plays a 
dominant role. There is a lot of pressure on Christians from the local 
community especially local administrators who deny meetings and 
put obstacles in the way of believers. The Constitution of Bhutan 
promotes secularism and religious tolerance, labeling Buddhism as 
the ‘spiritual heritage’ of the country. The monarch is deemed to be 
the protector of all faiths in Bhutan which includes Hindus and a 
small, albeit increasing, number of Christians. The parliament is still 
considering an amendment to the penal code aimed at prohibiting 
‘conversion by coercion or inducement’. The church in Bhutan is no 
longer an underground church since Christians are able to meet 
in private homes on Sundays generally without interference by 
the authorities. The government does restrict the construction of 
non-Buddhist worship buildings and the celebration of some non-
Buddhist festivals. Reports of Christians being arrested, physically 
harmed or otherwise badly treated remain on the decline but they 
still face harassments. The media has not helped the Christians’ case 
and Christianity is viewed as a religion that brings the sort of chaos 
and division in society that Bhutan shuns. The country ranks 28th on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.
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Egypt
54 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Egyptě je islámský extrémismus. 
Egypt je domovem téměř 10 milionů křesťanů, dochází však k ma-
sivní emigraci a perzekuce je na vzestupu. V říjnu 2011 se Egypt 
dostal do titulků světového tisku kvůli masakru v Maspero, během 
něhož bylo zabito 26 koptských křesťanů. Státním náboženstvím 
je islám a obyvatelstvo je převážně muslimské. Revoluce, jež svrh-
la prezidenta Mubaraka, svedla muslimy a křesťany dohromady, 
avšak zlepšené vztahy měly jen krátkou životnost, neboť radikální 
muslimové zvítězili v parlamentních volbách, jež se konaly 25. 11. 
2011. Jelikož legislativu a výkonnou moc v zemi řídí Muslimské 
bratrstvo, islám je stále viditelnější. Vláda nedokázala ke škodě 
křesťanů zavést potřebný zákon a pořádek, jenž by jim poskytl 
ochranu. Narůstá podpora jak Muslimského bratrstva, tak hnutí 
Salafíja. Po revoluci nahradil islámský extremismus diktátorskou 
paranoiu, jež byla do té doby nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce 
v zemi. Problémům chudoby a nezaměstnanosti, jimž země čelí, 
se nedostalo politické odpovědi, proto lidé hledají útočiště v ná-
boženství a jsou citliví k radikálním projevům islámu. Církev však 
roste jen velmi pomalu. Budoucnost Egypta je v rukou politiků. 
Nová ústava by mohla drasticky přetvořit zemi. Ve světle nedáv-
ných událostí je velmi pravděpodobné, že církev bude spoutána 
postojem muslimů vůči ne-muslimům, pro který se ujal název 
dhimmitude.
Egypt zaujímá na WWL 25. pozici v kategorii kruté pronásledo-
vání.

Spojené 
arabské emiráty
54 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce ve Spojených arabských emirá-
tech je islámský extremismus. 
Spojené arabské emiráty jsou jedním z nejliberálnějších států 
v oblasti Perského zálivu, kde přistěhovalci tvoří přibližně 80 % 
obyvatelstva. Ústava zaručuje náboženskou svobodu za pod-
mínky, že nejsou ohroženy ustanovené zvyky, zásady slušnosti 
a veřejná morálka. V perzekuci věřících ve Spojených arabských 
emirátech rovněž hraje roli diktátorská paranoia. Největší proná-
sledování zakoušejí věřící muslimského původu. Přistěhovalci se 
těší určité svobodě, čelí však rovněž restrikcím, zejména zahranič-
ní pracující z rozvojových zemí. Všichni občané jsou definováni 
jako muslimové a zákon zakazuje muslimům pod trestem smrti 
změnit náboženství. Pod hrozbou smrti, společenského stigmatu 
nebo dalších trestů bývá na konvertity vyvíjen nátlak, aby se na-
vrátili k islámu, skrývali svou víru nebo odcestovali do země, kde 
je konverze povolena. Mezi muslimským obyvatelstvem je velmi 
málo rodilých věřících. Evangelizace je zakázána, nemuslimské 
skupiny však svobodně mohou mít své bohoslužby v darovaných 
budovách nebo soukromých domech. Vláda však křesťanským mi-
grantům omezuje možnost zahajovat činnost v nových budovách 
určených k bohoslužbám. Třebaže se Arabské jaro ve Svobodných 
arabských emirátech příliš neprosadilo, nejnovější vývoj na Střed-
ním východě vedl občany k otázkám, jak by mělo vypadat dob-
ré vedení. V zemi je mnoho příležitostí k dialogu mezi muslimy 
a křesťany.
Spojené arabské emiráty jsou na WWL na 26. pozici a patří mezi 
země s průměrným útlakem. 

Brunej
53 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce ve státě Brunej je islámský extre-
mismus, přičemž obraz dokresluje kmenový antagonismus. 
Brunej je islámský národ založený na ideologii zvané Malajská 
muslimská monarchie (Malay Muslim Monarchy). Podle úřední-
ho nařízení je zakázán kontakt s křesťany v jiných zemích, dovoz 
Biblí a veřejné oslavy Vánoc. Monarchie je nahlížena jako obránce 
víry a od roku 2011 byl plně zaveden zákon šaría. Islám vládne 
všem oblastem života v Bruneji. V zemi existuje program islami-
zace domorodců a vstup do domorodé vesnice je monitorován 
vládními špehy a policií. Islámský extremismus a kmenový anta-
gonismus jsou hlavními silami perzekuce. Zdrojem nepřátelství 
vůči křesťanům muslimského původu je rodina, přátelé a sousedé. 
Vláda uznává pouze tři katolické a tři anglikánské farnosti jako 
oficiální církve v zemi. Neregistrované církve jsou považovány 
za ilegální sekty. Církev nemůže svobodně fungovat a sbory jsou 
špehovány vládními úředníky. Teologické vzdělávání je obtížné, 
prodejny křesťanských materiálů nejsou dovoleny. Mezi křesťany 
vládne velký strach. V zemi existuje šest křesťanských škol, čelí 
však nátlaku, aby vyňaly studium Bible z výukového programu. 
Sultán nedávno oznámil, že od roku 2013 se povinným školním 
předmětem stane studium islámského náboženství. Vládnoucí 
monarcha považuje sám sebe za obránce víry a vládní úředníci 
vykonávají jeho vůli, křesťanská menšina bude proto zanedbává-
na a diskriminována. 
Brunej zaujímá na WWL 27. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Bhútán
52 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Bhútánu je náboženská mili-
tantnost občas spojená s kmenovým antagonismem.
Bhútán byl po staletí buddhistickým královstvím a i dnes, po za-
vedení konstituční monarchie a demokracie, hraje buddhismus 
dominantní roli. Ze strany místní společnosti je na křesťany vy-
víjen velký tlak, zejména místní správcové zakazují shromáždění 
a staví věřícím do cesty překážky. Ústava Bhútánu vyhlašuje seku-
larismus a náboženskou toleranci a označuje buddhismus za du-
chovní dědictví země. Panovník je považován za ochránce všech 
věřících v Bhútánu včetně hinduistů a malého, avšak rostoucího 
počtu křesťanů. Parlament v současné době posuzuje dodatek 
k trestnímu řádu namířený proti „konverzi z přinucení nebo cizí-
ho podnětu“. Církev už v Bhútánu není v podzemí, neboť křesťané 
se mohou v neděli scházet v soukromých domech, a to bez vmě-
šování úřadů. Vláda však omezuje výstavbu budov pro jiné než 
buddhistické bohoslužby a slavení některých nebuddhistických 
svátků. Zpráv o věznění a fyzickém týrání křesťanů nebo jiném 
špatném zacházení je i nadále stále méně, avšak křesťané stále 
čelí obtěžování a týrání. Média nijak nenapomáhají křesťanským 
záležitostem a křesťanství je považováno za náboženství, které 
přináší chaos a rozdělení do společnosti, a kterému se proto Bh-
útán vyhýbá.
Země zaujímá na WWL 28. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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29 ALGERIA
SCORE: 51

The main persecution dynamic in Algeria is ‘Islamic extremism’. 
Algeria is increasingly the scene of terror attacks particularly by 
al-Qaeda in the Maghreb as a result of growing Islamism in the 
region. The government is pressurised by al-Qaeda to implement 
more Islamic legislation, to the detriment of the country’s small but 
courageous Christian population, most of which are MBBs. Newly 
issued legislation such as Ordinance 06-03 particularly restricts 
Christians. Major protests in 2011 against the authoritarian regime, 
in which five people died and over 800 were injured, did not bring 
about a regime change. The military government is still largely in 
place. The oppression of Christians has been constant and systemic 
throughout all spheres of life. The young Algerian church faces 
discrimination by the state and family members. Imprisonment 
of women and pressure from village elders and imams to divorce 
Christians is common. Islamist groups, encouraged by the Arab 
Spring, are becoming more visible and monitor Christian activity. 
In 2012, threats to churches have increased. The church in Ouargla 
was attacked and a Christian lady kidnapped and threatened. The 
government has not registered any new churches since February 
2008 so ‘house churches’ continue to meet, some openly and some 
in secret. The Algerian Protestant Church (EPA) finally obtained 
registration in 2011 but no real freedom resulted. The future of the 
church will depend a great deal on the political situation. Algeria 
ranks 29th on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

30 TUNISIA
SCORE: 50 

The main persecution dynamic in Tunisia is ‘Islamic extremism’. 
During Ben Ali’s regime, Tunisia was a secular country in which timid 
expressions of Christianity were tolerated. Now, Christians face 
persecution from two sides; a moderately Islamic government and 
very visible and aggressive Salafist groups. Christians experience 
increasing pressure at the private and family level and pressure is 
clearly higher for Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) than for the 
few expat churches. The secular legal system remains in place, but 
this is likely to change as the country’s Islamic government is taking 
steps towards the implementation of Sharia law. Tunisia needs a 
new political system; the economy is in a bad state, unemployment 
is growing and tourism levels have dropped. Radical Muslims 
are returning to the country and spreading their fundamentalist 
messages. The rise of Salafism is also a stressful development for 
many believers. On a positive note, the small MBB church in the 
country seems to be growing very slowly. Although the constitution 
currently respects freedom of religion, importing Christian books is 
obstructed, national churches cannot register and local Christians 
are questioned and beaten once their conversion is known. With 
political developments looking grim and Islamic movements 
getting stronger, the situation of the small Christian population in 
the country has deteriorated and is not expected to improve. Tunisia 
ranks 30th on the WWL and belongs to the countries with ‘Moderate 
Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
31 INDIA
SCORE: 50

India is extremely diverse in terms of culture, society and religion. 
Different persecution dynamics overlap: ‘Religious militancy’, 
‘Communist oppression’ and ‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised 
corruption’. Religious militants are one of the most prominent 
attackers of the Christian minority and claim that every Indian 
has to be Hindu. Their ideology is called ‘Hindutva’. The Christian 
minority therefore never relies on fair treatment and is discouraged 
from claiming their rights. The successful political party relying 
on this is Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). ‘Anti-conversion laws’ have 
been adopted in several federal states and are frequently used 
as a pretext to disturb and disrupt church services as well as to 
harass and accuse Christians. Permission to build or renovate a 
church building is almost impossible and all church activities can 
be perceived as ‘hurting religious feelings’ and ‘disturbing peace 
and order’. A Maoist-Communist movement called ‘Naxalites’ 
which fights the government can be found in at least 12 states. 
They perceive Christians as enemies who have links with the 
government and the West. Islamic extremism also continues to 
grow and converts from a Muslim background have to withstand 
exclusion by their family, friends and neighbours, what can be also 
true for Hindu converts. The Hindutva movement is also targeting 
tribes aggressively and corruption is rife in the country. The caste 
system, which is deeply rooted in society, makes outreach extremely 
difficult. Despite all these troubles, the Indian church is growing. It is 
very likely that persecution will increase in 2013 and in the run up to 
2014 elections. India ranks 31st on the WWL, in category ‘Moderate 
Persecution’.

32 MYANMAR
SCORE: 50 

Myanmar, the former Burma, faces a trinity of persecution sources, 
namely ‘Dictatorial paranoia’, rampant ‘Organised corruption’ and 
‘Tribal antagonism’. The country has hit international headlines in 
the past two years. The release of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi from house arrest in November 2010 was perceived 
worldwide as a positive sign and the development of a democracy 
has been a source of hope. The government has not yet been able to 
agree upon a ceasefire with the biggest minority group, the Kachin, 
which also affects many Christians. . Being Burmese is equated 
with being Buddhist and both are perceived as ranking higher than 
tribal groups. The state runs schools which are used to introduce 
young people to Buddhism. Violence against the Christian Kachin 
is rampant and Myanmar is among the 10 most violent states on 
World Watch List 2013 with at least 10 Christians killed. Converts 
are pressurised by family and the local community and are treated 
as second class citizens, widely perceived as connected with the 
West. The few Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) among the 
Rohingya in Western Myanmar face even more pressure. Churches 
are monitored and are not allowed to print or to import religious 
materials. The democracy has had no positive impact for the 
Christian minority and no improvements are expected in the near 
future. Myanmar ranks 32nd on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate 
Persecution’.
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32Myanmar 
(Barma)
50 bodů

Myanmar, bývalá Barma, čelí trojici perzekučních sil, jmenovitě 
diktátorské paranoi, přebujelé organizované korupci a kmenové-
mu antagonismu.
Země v posledních dvou letech plnila titulky mezinárodního zpra-
vodajství. Propuštění laureátky Nobelovy ceny za mír Aun Schan 
Su Ťij z domácího vězení v listopadu 2010 bylo celosvětově pova-
žováno za pozitivní znamení a rozvoj demokracie se stal zdrojem 
naděje. Vláda však nebyla schopna dohodnout se na zastavení 
nepřátelství vůči nejpočetnější menšině - Kačjinům, což rovněž 
ovlivní mnoho křesťanů. Mezi pojmy občan Barmy a buddhista 
se klade rovnítko a oba jsou chápány výše než kmenové skupiny. 
Stát provozuje školy, v nichž jsou mladí lidé vedeni k buddhis-
mu. Násilnosti vůči křesťanským Kačjinům jsou zuřivé a Myan-
mar patří mezi deset nejnásilnějších zemí na WWL 2013. Uvádí 
se zabití nejméně deseti křesťanů. Konvertité jsou vystaveni ná-
tlaku ze strany rodiny a svých spoluobčanů a zachází se s nimi 
jako s občany druhé kategorie, neboť jsou všeobecně považováni 
za spojence Západu. Těch několik křesťanů muslimského půvo-
du z Rohingya v západním Myanmaru musí čelit ještě silnějšímu 
tlaku. Církve jsou monitorovány a nesmí tisknout nebo dovážet 
náboženské materiály. Demokracie dosud neměla na křesťanskou 
menšinu pozitivní dopad a v blízké budoucnosti se nedá počítat 
se zlepšením.
Myanmar zaujímá na WWL 32. pozici v kategorii průměrné pro-
následování.

Alžírsko
51 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Alžírsku je islámský extremis-
mus.
Alžírsko se stává stále více scénou pro teroristické útoky zejména 
Al-Kajdy v Maghrebu jako výsledek narůstající islamizace oblasti. 
Al-Kajda se snaží přinutit vládu, aby zavedla více islámské legisla-
tivy, a tak poškodila nepočetné, avšak odvážné křesťany, z nichž 
většina je muslimského původu. Nedávno vydané zákonné normy, 
např. nařízení 06-03, obzvlášť postihují křesťany. Velké protesty 
proti despotickému režimu, ke kterým došlo v roce 2011 a během 
kterých zemřelo pět osob a více než 800 bylo zraněno, změnu 
režimu nepřinesly. Vojenská vláda je i nadále plně u moci. Útlak 
křesťanů byl a je stálý a systémový ve všech oblastech života. Mla-
dá alžírská církev čelí diskriminaci ze strany státu a členů rodiny. 
Běžné je věznění žen a vesničtí předáci a imámové nutí partnery 
křesťanů k rozvodu. Islámské skupiny, povzbuzené Arabským ja-
rem, jsou stále viditelnější a monitorují křesťanské aktivity. V roce 
2012 vzrostla ohrožení církví. Byla napadena modlitebna v Ou-
argla a jedna křesťanka byla unesena a ohrožována. Od února 
2008 vláda neregistrovala žádný sbor, takže se nadále „domácí 
sbory“ schází některé otevřeně, některé potajmu. Alžírská protes-
tantská církev (EPA) nakonec v roce 2011získala registraci, ovšem 
bez jakékoliv skutečné svobody. Budoucnost církve bude záviset 
ve velké míře na politické situaci.
Alžírsko zaujímá na WWL 29. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Tunisko
50 bodů

 
Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Tunisku je islámský extremis-
mus. 
Za vlády Ben Alího bylo Tunisko sekulárním státem, ve kterém 
bylo sice tolerováno vyjádření křesťanské víry, nesmělo však 
být otevřené. V dnešní době křesťané čelí útlaku ze dvou stran: 
umírněně islámské vlády a velmi výrazných a agresivních skupin 
hnutí Salafíja. Křesťané zakoušejí narůstající nátlak v osobní a ro-
dinné rovině, přičemž nátlak na věřící muslimského původu je 
mnohem silnější než na sbory zahraničních pracovníků. V zemi 
existuje i nadále sekulární právní systém, pravděpodobně však 
dojde ke změně, neboť islámská vláda podniká kroky k zavedení 
zákona šaría. Tunisko potřebuje nový politický systém. Ekonomi-
ka je ve špatném stavu, narůstá nezaměstnanost a zájem o zemi 
jako turistický cíl klesá. Do země se vracejí radikální muslimové 
a rozšiřují svá fundamentalistická poselství. Pro mnoho věřících 
je rovněž stresujícím prvkem ve vývoji situace v zemi vzestup 
hnutí Salafíja. Pozitivním faktorem naopak je, že malá církev věří-
cích muslimského původu v zemi pomalu vzrůstá. Ačkoliv ústava 
v současné době respektuje svobodu vyznání, dovozu křesťan-
ských knih jsou kladeny překážky, národní církve se nemohou 
registrovat a místní křesťané jsou vyslýcháni a biti poté, co se 
společnost dozví o jejich konverzi. Vzhledem k tomu, že politický 
vývoj se zdá být neradostný a islámská hnutí nabývají na síle, si-
tuace nepočetného křesťanského obyvatelstva v zemi se zhoršila 
a nelze očekávat zlepšení.
Tunisko zaujímá na WWL 30. pozici a patří k zemím s průměrným 
útlakem.

Indie
50 bodů

Indie je zemí extrémních rozdílů v kultuře, ve společnosti a v ná-
boženství a prolínají se v ní různé příčiny perzekuce: náboženská 
militantnost, komunistický útlak, islámský extremismus a v nepo-
slední míře organizovaná korupce.
Jedním z nejvýznamnějších útočníků na křesťanskou menšinu 
jsou náboženští bojovníci prohlašující, že každý Ind musí být hin-
duista. Jejich ideologie se nazývá Hindutva. Křesťanská menšina 
se proto nikdy nespoléhá na spravedlivé zacházení a neodvažuje 
se požadovat svá práva. Na tuto politiku se spoléhá úspěšná poli-
tická strana Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). V několika státech fede-
race byly přijaty zákony zakazující konvertování a jsou pravidelně 
používány jako záminka k zasahování do bohoslužeb, k jejich pře-
rušování a k pronásledování, týrání a osočování křesťanů. Je té-
měř nemožné získat povolení ke stavbě nebo opravám církevních 
budov, veškeré církevní aktivity mohou být považovány za ruší-
cí pokoj a řád a za zraňující náboženské cítění. Nejméně ve  12 
státech je možno nalézt marxisticko-maoistické hnutí Naxalites 
bojující proti vládě. Toto hnutí nahlíží na křesťany jako na nepří-
tele propojeného s vládou a se Západem. Nadále narůstá islámský 
extremismus a konvertité muslimského původu musí zakoušet vy-
loučení z rodiny, od přátel a sousedů. Totéž platí i pro konvertity 
původem hinduisty. Hnutí Hindutva se rovněž agresivně zaměřuje 
na kmeny a v zemi je vysoká míra korupce. Hluboce zakořeněný 
systém kast činí evangelizaci mimořádně obtížnou. I přes uvede-
né problémy církev v Indii roste. Dá se soudit, že v roce 2013 
a s blížícími se volbami v roce 2014 perzekuce ještě zesílí.
Indie zaujímá na WWL 31. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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33 KUWAIT
SCORE: 49

The persecution dynamics active in Kuwait are: ‘Islamic extremism’, 
‘Dictatorial paranoia’ and ‘Tribal antagonism’. The Kuwaiti 
Constitution declares that the state protects the freedom of belief. 
There are, however, some limitations: the practice of religion should 
not conflict with public order or morals and be in accordance 
with established customs. Islam is the state religion and Sharia 
is an important source of legislation. Conversion from Islam is 
not permitted and Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) face 
persecution from family, and to a lesser extent, authorities. There are 
only a few hundred Kuwaiti believers yet their number is growing. 
Converts risk discrimination, harassment, police monitoring of 
their activities, arbitrary arrest and detention, physical and verbal 
abuse. Also, a change of faith (away of Islam) is likely to lead to legal 
problems in personal status and property matters in court. Most 
Christians are expats who are relatively free to worship informally. 
There are four registered denominations meeting in compounds. 
Churches are persistently seeking permission for additional or 
expanded facilities.  The government only granted a limited number 
of visas to ordained and lay staff for the recognised Christian 
groups. Kuwait ranks 33d on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate 
Persecution.’

34 JORDAN
SCORE: 48 

The main persecution dynamics active in Jordan are ‘Islamic 
extremism’, ‘Dictatorial paranoia’ and ‘Tribal antagonism’. As one of 
the apparently Western-orientated countries in the Middle East, 
traditional Christians experience a certain degree of religious 
freedom in Jordan. The church landscape is comparable to pre-
civil war Syria with officially registered churches, a functioning 
theological faculty and relative toleration of a group of Muslim 
Background Believers (MBBs). There is also a growing church among 
Iraqi refugees. Islam is the religion of the state. The legal system 
is based on laws of Syrian and to a lesser extent Egyptian origin. 
Personal status legal code is based on religious law, implying that 
Sharia is applied to all those whom the state regards as Muslim. 
However, leaving Islam is not officially recognised and public 
evangelisation of Muslims is against government policy. Muslims 
who become Christians still fall under the jurisdiction of Sharia 
courts, which means their marriages can be annulled and custody 
of their children can be taken from them. We received reports of 
a few MBBs who are faced with the latter. Though the state does 
not play an active role in this, it is permissive. MBBs also encounter 
discrimination and the threat of mental and physical abuse by their 
families, government officials, and at times community members. 
As a result of popular uprisings in the Arab Spring, pressure is rising 
and radical Islamic elements are becoming more active in society. 
We received reports on violence against MBBs, including killings, by 
extremists There are a large number of Muslim refugees entering 
the country from Syria and Iraq, which, together with the rise of 
politicised Islam, puts increasing pressure on Christians. Most new 
believers are from the nominal Christian community, but recently 
more Muslims are coming to faith. Whereas the church as a whole 
is declining in numbers, the evangelical church is experiencing 
encouraging growth. Jordan ranks 34th on the WWL, in the category 
‘Moderate Persecution’.
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

35 BAHRAIN
SCORE: 48

The main persecution dynamic in Bahrain is ‘Islamic extremism’, 
in combination with ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. In Bahrain, the majority 
Shiite population is demonstrating against the Sunni government, 
and the country is caught between competing Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. The Bahraini constitution declares that the religion of the state 
is Islam and that ‘the State guarantees the inviolability of worship, 
and the freedom to perform religious rites and hold religious 
parades and meetings in accordance with the customs observed in 
the country.’ Sharia (Islamic law) is a principal source for legislation. 
This mainly Shia-Islamic country is quite tolerant in general because 
of its international position in banking and trade. Expatriate 
Christians are relatively free to practice their faith in private places 
of worship, but proselytising Muslims is illegal. ‘Tribal antagonism’ 
can also play a role in restricting the freedoms of Christians. 
Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) generally do not dare to talk 
about their conversion. Pressure comes mostly from family and 
community, but to a lesser extent from the state. Pressure is highest 
in the private, family and community spheres for MBBs, though the 
government also imposes restrictions on national and church life. 
MBBs are still considered Muslims by the state and legal challenge 
to this is not permitted. However, in terms of religious freedom for 
foreign Christians, Bahrain remains one of the most liberal countries 
on the Arabian Peninsula. Bahrain ranks 35th on the WWL, in the 
category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

36 PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES
SCORE: 48

The main persecution dynamic in the Palestinian Territories is 
‘Islamic extremism’. Palestinian Basic Law states that the official 
religion is Islam and Sharia is the main source of legislation. The 
authorities are failing to uphold and protect the rights of individual 
Christians. The situation in Gaza is different from the West Bank, 
both territories being effectively under different governments at 
present. Pressure on Christians is increasing and there is noticeably 
more pressure in Gaza than in the West Bank because of the 
presence of Islamic fanatical movements. Fear is also growing in 
the West Bank because of the tense situation between Israel and 
Iran, amid a general context of political unrest in the Middle East. 
Overall, the church is suffering from the restrictions that result from 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. While the violence is mostly caused 
by Islamic extremists, pressure in all spheres of life is caused by 
both Islamic extremists and family members in the case of Muslim 
Background Believers (MBBs). MBBs in Gaza live in total hiding. 
Apart from oppression from radical Muslim groups, pressure from 
the Hamas government and the hopeless economic and political 
situation continues to force Christians to leave. The situation for 
Christians is not expected to improve in the near future. In Gaza the 
authorities are increasingly under the influence of radical groups. 
On the West Bank the situation is different: Fatah is based on secular 
principles. However, the more the Fatah government loses its 
credibility among the Palestinians, the more radical elements will 
gain power, which is obviously a bad development for the local 
church. The Palestinian Territories rank 36th on the WWL and belong 
to the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.
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Kuvajt
49 bodů

Motorem perzekuce v Kuvajtu jsou islámský extremismus, diktá-
torská paranoia a kmenový antagonismus. 
Kuvajtská ústava vyhlašuje, že stát chrání svobodu vyznání. Exis-
tují však určitá omezení: praktikování víry by nemělo kolidovat 
s veřejným pořádkem a morálkou a mělo by být v souladu s usta-
novenými zvyklostmi. Státním náboženstvím je islám a šaría je 
důležitým zdrojem legislativy. Není dovoleno konvertovat od is-
lámu a věřící muslimského původu čelí nátlaku ze strany rodi-
ny a v menší míře i ze strany úřadů. Rodilých Kuvajťanů je mezi 
křesťany jen několik set, avšak jejich počet narůstá. Konvertitům 
hrozí diskriminace, znepokojování, policejní sledování, zadržování 
a věznění, fyzické a slovní týrání. Změna vyznání (opuštění islá-
mu) pravděpodobně vede k právním problémům při soudních jed-
náních týkajících se osobních a majetkových záležitostí. Většinu 
křesťanů tvoří přistěhovalci, kteří mají běžně relativní volnost při 
svých bohoslužbách. V zemi existují čtyři registrované denomina-
ce scházející se odděleně. Sbory musí opakovaně žádat o povolení 
pro další vybavení a rozšíření stávajícího. Vláda zaručuje registro-
vaným křesťanským skupinám pouze omezený počet povolení pro 
ordinované duchovní a laické pracovníky.
Kuvajtu patří na WWL 33. pozice v kategorii průměrné pronásle-
dování.

Jordánsko
48 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Jordánsku jsou islámský extre-
mismus, diktátorská paranoia a kmenový antagonismus.
Jordánsko je jednou ze zjevně na Západ orientovaných zemí 
na Středním východě. Tradiční křesťané proto mají určitou míru 
náboženské svobody. Postavení církve je srovnatelné s předváleč-
nou Sýrií: oficiálně registrované církve, fungující teologická fakul-
ta a relativní tolerantnost vůči křesťanům muslimského původu. 
Rostoucí církev rovněž existuje mezi utečenci z Iráku. Státním 
náboženstvím je islám. Právní systém je založen na zákonech 
syrského a v menší míře egyptského zákonodárství. Právní kodex 
upravující osobní status je založen na zákonu o náboženství, sta-
novujícím, že pro všechny, na které stát nahlíží jako na muslimy, 
platí šaría. Opuštění islámu přesto není úředně dovoleno a veřej-
né kázání evangelia muslimům je prohřeškem proti vládní politice. 
Muslimové, kteří konvertovali ke křesťanství, nadále spadají pod 
jurisdikci soudů šaría, což znamená, že jejich manželství je možno 
anulovat a odejmout jim právo starat se o své děti. Máme zprá-
vy o několika křesťanech muslimského původu, jimž bylo odňato 
rodičovské právo. Třebaže stát v této záležitost nehraje aktivní 
úlohu, je vůči těmto praktikám tolerantní. Křesťané muslimského 
původu rovněž narážejí na diskriminaci a hrozbu mentálního a fy-
zického týrání ze strany rodin, vládních úředníků a čas od času 
i spoluobčanů. Důsledkem lidových povstání během Arabského 
jara je nárůst útlaku a vyšší aktivita radikálních islamistů ve spo-
lečnosti. Obdrželi jsme zprávy o násilnostech ze strany extrémistů, 
včetně zabíjení, namířených proti křesťanům muslimského půvo-
du. Do země se stahují muslimští uprchlíci ze Sýrie a Iráku, což 
se společně se vzestupem zpolitizovaného islámu zvyšuje nátlak 
na křesťany. Většina nových křesťanů pochází z nepatrné křesťan-
ské komunity, avšak nedávno uvěřilo i větší množství muslimů. 
Zatímco církvi jako celku ubývá členů, evangelikální církev zazna-
menává povzbuzující růst. 
Jordánsko zaujímá na WWL 34. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Bahrajn
48 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Bahrajnu je islámský extremis-
mus společně s diktátorskou paranoiou.
V Bahrajnu demonstruje většina šíitského obyvatelstva proti 
sunnitské vládě. Země je sevřena mezi soupeřící Saúdskou Ará-
bií a Íránem. Bahrajnská ústava určuje, že státním náboženstvím 
je islám, a prohlašuje, že „Stát zaručuje nedotknutelnost boho-
služeb, svobodu provozovat náboženské obřady a pořádat ná-
boženské průvody a shromáždění podle zvyklostí země.“ Základ-
ním zdroje legislativy je šaría (islámský zákon). Převážně šíitská 
země je obecně tolerantní kvůli svému mezinárodnímu postavení 
na poli bankovnictví a obchodu. Přistěhovalí křesťané mají rela-
tivní svobodu praktikovat svou víru v soukromých modlitebnách, 
avšak obracení muslimů na křesťanství je ilegální. V restrikcích 
proti svobodám křesťanů rovněž hraje roli kmenový antagonis-
mus. Křesťané muslimského původu se neodvažují hovořit o tom, 
že konvertovali. Nátlak přichází nejvíce ze strany rodiny a obce, 
jen v menší míře ze strany státu, nejvyšší je v soukromí, rodině 
a obci, ačkoliv i vláda uvaluje restrikce na život obyvatel a církve. 
Křesťané muslimského původu jsou státem i nadále považováni 
za muslimy a soudní řešení v této věci není dovoleno. Hovoříme-li 
o náboženské svobodě pro zahraniční křesťany, Bahrajn přesto 
zůstává jedním z nejliberálnějších států Arabského poloostrova.
 Bahrajn zaujímá na WWL 35. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Palestinské osady
(Palestinská teritoria)
48 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Palestinských osadách je is-
lámský extremismus. 
Palestinská ústava uvádí, že oficiálním náboženstvím je islám 
a hlavním zdrojem legislativy je šaría. Úřady nejsou schopny pod-
porovat a chránit práva jednotlivých křesťanů. Situace v oblasti 
Gazy se liší od situace na západním břehu Jordánu. Obě oblasti 
jsou ve skutečnosti pod rozdílnou vládou. Nátlak na křesťany na-
růstá a v oblasti Gazy je znatelně větší než na západním břehu 
Jordánu. Tato skutečnost je způsobena fanatickými islámskými 
hnutími. Kvůli napětí mezi Izraelem a Íránem narůstá i na západ-
ním břehu Jordánu strach v celkovém kontextu politické nejistoty 
na Středním východě. V souhrnu: církev trpí restrikcemi vychá-
zejícími z konfliktu mezi Palestinci a Izraelem. Zatímco násilnosti 
jsou většinou způsobeny islámskými extrémisty, útlak ve všech 
oblastech života věřících pocházejících z muslimských rodin je 
zapříčiněn jak islámskými extrémisty, tak jejich rodinnými přísluš-
níky. Tito věřící žijí ve skrytu. Kromě útlaku ze strany radikálních 
muslimských skupin i nadále nutí křesťany opustit zemi i nátlak 
pocházející od vlády Hamasu a beznadějná ekonomická a politic-
ká situace. Nelze očekávat, že se situace křesťanů v blízké budouc-
nosti zlepší. Úřady v Gaze jsou stále více pod vlivem radikálních 
skupin. Situace na západním břehu Jordánu je odlišná: Fatah je 
založen na sekulárních principech. Čím více však vláda Fatahu 
ztrácí u Palestinců na důvěryhodnosti, tím více moci budou zís-
kávat radikální síly, což je samozřejmě pro místní církev špatné.
Palestinským osadám patří na WWL 36. pozice a patří do katego-
rie průměrný útlak.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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37 CHINA
SCORE: 48

The persecution dynamics in China are ‘Communist oppression’, 
‘Organised corruption’ and to a lesser extent ‘Islamic extremism’ and 
‘Tribal antagonism’. The government of China is frankly confused 
and scared. Wedded to a communist ideology they no longer even 
pay lip service to, they have unleashed the market system yet hold 
all the capital.  This has resulted in great economic growth, increased 
freedoms, and rapid Westernisation. Accession to super-power 
status has made China’s leaders more narrowly nationalistic and in 
some ways more anti-Western. The upshot is that China is getting 
harder to influence internationally – which has huge implications 
for advocacy work. It also means that Christianity is still seen as a 
Western import, and not really Chinese – which still puts churches 
on the defensive. There are huge demographic and economic 
headaches to face, and with over 150,000 riots a year often 
protesting the chronic rise of corruption throughout the country, 
the leadership has to manage achieving high levels of growth while 
ensuring social stability. In the midst of this complicated situation, 
the Chinese church lives and prospers. Four issues get the church 
into persecution trouble in China today: when they are perceived as 
too powerful, when they are perceived as too political, when they 
are perceived as too foreign and when they are perceived as a cult. 
For the foreseeable future, the new Chinese leadership will not ‘get’ 
religion, but they are determined to use it, rather than exterminate 
it.  The house churches are treading warily in this unpredictable 
space of danger and opportunity. China ranks 37th on the WWL, in 
the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

38 AZERBAIJAN
SCORE: 48

The main persecution dynamic in Azerbaijan is ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. 
Azerbaijan is officially a secular state and the majority of the 
population are Muslim. The government has a negative attitude 
towards any form of religion. The authoritarian government restricts 
freedom of expression and assembly, and other religious rights. 
Expat Christians have more freedom than indigenous believers. 
Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) face additional pressure, 
particularly in rural areas. The influence of Islam is growing and 
Christianity is associated with the country’s arch-enemy, Armenia. 
The government has become more active in controlling religion 
and pressure is increasing. Fewer and fewer churches can function 
legally. In 2012, a number of raids on churches and Christian houses 
were reported. The Greater Grace Protestant Church was even 
liquidated in April 2012 with no formal justification. Under the 
December 2010 legislation, it is illegal for unregistered churches to 
meet yet registration is near impossible. Many Christians are unable 
to find or keep jobs and are watched closely by the secret services. 
There is also a Committee on Religious Affairs which controls almost 
everything. The growth of the church is encouraging, but under 
increasing legislative restrictions, oppression is also expected 
to increase. Azerbaijan ranks 38th on the WWL, in the category 
‘Moderate Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
39 MOROCCO 
SCORE: 47

‘Islamic extremism’ is the main persecution dynamic in Morocco, 
more so as the government is led by an Islamic party. Victims 
of persecution are mainly Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) 
although restrictions apply to the small historic Catholic and expat 
communities. Islamic organisations have a growing influence. The 
Arab Spring protests did not bring the monarchy to an end but 
were finally subdued in July 2011 with the King being forced to 
make political concessions and a greater commitment to respect 
civil rights and an end to corruption. The Moroccan church is 
not always recognised by the authorities, but the expat church 
is. The constitution provides some freedom of religion but there 
are, nevertheless, a number of practical restrictions in exercising 
this freedom. Voluntary conversion is not a crime and is therefore 
implicitly accepted. However, Moroccan Muslims who convert are 
treated as criminals by the police and face rejection from friends 
and family. The Arab Spring gave the younger Christian generation 
a feeling of hope and encouragement to struggle for more freedom. 
Much will depend on how moderate the Islamist government 
will be, and if moderate Muslims will be able to form a coalition 
to withstand the pressures of al-Qaeda and other fundamentalist 
groups. Morocco ranks 29th on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate 
Persecution’.

40 KENYA
SCORE: 47

‘Islamic extremism’ is an important source of hostility against 
Christians in Kenya. ‘Tribal antagonism’ is an upcoming persecution 
dynamic. Kenya (as a complete country) is new on the World Watch 
List. The high level of violence against Christians or churches is 
remarkable and much of it has to with al-Shabab or al-Shabab-
inspired extremist groups. There is a real Islamist drive to get 
Kenya under the African ‘House of Islam’, like Tanzania and Uganda. 
Muslims who converted to Christianity were pressurised to revert 
to Islam. Christians who married Muslims were also pressurised to 
convert to Islam. Kenya experienced heightened insecurity in 2012 
including incidents in which 22 Christians were killed. More than 
10 churches were burnt, destroyed by bombing or grenade attacks, 
looted, or had property destroyed in them. As much as Kenya is 
said to be a majority Christian country (83 per cent), the Muslim 
dominated areas have high intolerance and hostilities towards 
Christians. In the multi-year process towards the drafting of the 
new Constitution (approved in 2010), Muslim leaders have been 
putting pressure on the government to give recognition to Islam. 
A very significant element was their claim to get a provision for the 
right to establish Islamic family courts (khadis’ courts) in all counties. 
The future for the church in Kenya is worrying and the level of fear 
among Christians is growing rapidly. The Islamist drive is diverse and 
strong. Kenya ranks 40th on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate 
Persecution’.
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Čína
48 bodů

Hlavním motorem perzekuce v Číně je komunistický útlak, organi-
zovaná korupce a v menší míře islámský extremismus a kmenový 
antagonismus. 
Čínská vláda je, bez obalu řečeno, zmatená a vystrašená. Neústup-
ně trvají na komunistické ideologii, jíž už dokonce ani nepochle-
bují, zároveň však spustili tržní systém, ale přitom drží veškerý 
kapitál sami. To má za následek velký hospodářský růst, větší svo-
bodu a rychlý průnik západního stylu. To, že Čína získala statut 
supervelmoci, učinilo její vůdce ještě nacionalističtějšími a urči-
tým způsobem i více zaměřenými proti Západu. Na Čínu je tudíž 
obtížnější uplatnit mezinárodní vliv, což má dalekosáhlé důsledky 
pro jakoukoli činnost v oblasti obhajoby. Znamená to rovněž, že 
na křesťanství se stále pohlíží jako na něco dovezeného ze Západu 
a ve skutečnosti nečínského – což stále staví církve do defenzí-
vy. Země musí čelit rozsáhlým demografickým a ekonomickým 
problémům a kvůli více než 150 000 protestů v celé zemi proti 
nárůstu korupce musí vedení státu docílit vysokého růstu a zajiš-
tění sociální stability. Uprostřed této složité situace čínská církev 
roste a prosperuje. Církev se dnes v Číně dostává do problémů ze 
čtyř příčin: křesťané jsou považováni za příliš vlivné, příliš spjaté 
s politikou a vládou, příliš cizí a jsou považováni za sektu. V do-
hledné budoucnosti nechce nové čínské vedení náboženství ak-
ceptovat, ale je rozhodnuto ho využít, spíše než vyhladit. Domácí 
církve se obezřetně pohybují v tomto nepředvídatelném prostoru 
nebezpečí a příležitostí.
Čína zaujímá na WWL 37. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Ázerbájdžán
48 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Ázerbájdžánu je diktátorská 
paranoia. 
Ázerbájdžán je oficiálně sekulární stát a většinu obyvatelstva 
tvoří muslimové. Vláda má negativní postoj vůči jakékoliv formě 
náboženství. Autoritativní vláda omezuje svobodu vyjadřování 
a shromažďování i ostatní práva věřících. Křesťané, kteří jsou ob-
čany jiných států, mají více svobody než místní. Věřící pocházející 
z muslimských rodin čelí dalšímu tlaku, zejména v zemědělských 
oblastech. V zemi narůstá vliv islámu a křesťanství je spojováno 
s úhlavním nepřítelem země – Arménií. Vláda aktivněji kontro-
luje náboženství a tlak narůstá. Stále méně církví může praco-
vat legálně. V roce 2012 bylo hlášeno množství útoků na kostely, 
modlitebny a domy křesťanů. V dubnu 2012 byla dokonce bez 
formálního oprávnění zrušena Protestantská církev větší milosti 
(The Greater Grace Protestant Church). Podle právní úpravy z pro-
since 2010 se neregistrované církve nesmějí scházet, ovšem zís-
kat registraci je téměř nemožné. Mnozí křesťané nemohou získat 
zaměstnání a jsou ostře sledováni tajnými službami. Výbor pro 
otázky náboženství kontroluje téměř všechno. Růst církve je po-
vzbudivý, ovšem při narůstajících legislativních omezeních se dá 
očekávat i nárůst útlaku. 
Ázerbájdžán zaujímá na WWL 38. pozici v kategorii průměrný 
útlak.

Maroko 
47 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Maroku je islámský extremis-
mus, tím více, že vláda je vedena islámskou politickou stranou. 
Oběťmi perzekuce jsou zejména věřící pocházející z muslimského 
prostředí, třebaže restrikcemi trpí i malá historická katolická spo-
lečenství a společenství zahraničních pracovníků. Vliv islámských 
organizací stále narůstá. Protestní akce Arabského jara neměly 
za následek pád monarchie, byly však v červenci 2011 utlume-
ny tím, že král byl donucen k politickým ústupkům a k závazku 
více respektovat občanská práva a skoncovat s korupcí. Marocká 
církev není státními úřady uznána, uznána je pouze církev obča-
nů jiných států. Ústava zaručuje určitou svobodu vyznání, přes-
to však existuje množství restrikcí vůči uplatnění této svobody. 
Dobrovolná konverze není trestná, a je proto mlčky přijímána. 
S marockými muslimy, kteří konvertovali, se však nakládá jako 
se zločinci a čelí odmítnutí ze strany přátel a rodiny. Arabské 
jaro dalo mladší křesťanské generaci pocit naděje a povzbudilo ji 
k boji za větší svobodu. Mnoho bude záležet na tom, jak umírněná 
bude islámská vláda a zda umírnění muslimové budou schopni 
vytvořit koalici schopnou odolat tlaku Al-Kajdy a dalších funda-
mentalistických skupin.
 Maroko je na 39. pozici WWL v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Keňa
47 bodů

Závažným zdrojem nepřátelství vůči křesťanům v Keni je islámský 
extremismus, přičemž na síle nabírá kmenový antagonismus. 
Keňa (jako celý stát) je na WWL novým státem. Je zřejmá vysoká 
úroveň násilností vůči křesťanům a církvím, většinou zapříčině-
ná aš-Šabábem nebo extrémistickými skupinami podporovaným 
touto militantní skupinou. Islamisté se všemožně snaží dostat 
Keňu do afrického „Domu islámu“ podobně jako Tanzanii a Ugan-
du. Muslimové, kteří konvertovali ke křesťanství, čelí nátlaku, 
aby se vrátili k islámu, rovněž křesťané, kteří uzavřeli manželství 
s muslimkou, byli tlačeni, aby konvertovali k islámu. Keňa v roce 
2012 zakusila velké nepokoje včetně incidentů, při kterých bylo 
zabito 22 křesťanů. Více než 10 modliteben bylo zapáleno, zniče-
no bombami nebo dělostřelbou a vypleněno. Keňa je sice pova-
žována za křesťanskou zemi (83 % křesťanů), avšak v oblastech 
s muslimskou většinou je vysoká netolerance a dochází k nepřá-
telským akcím vůči křesťanům. V mnohaletém procesu zpracování 
nové ústavy schválené v roce 2010 vyvíjeli muslimští předáci tlak 
na vládu ohledně uznání islámu. Velmi významný byl jejich po-
žadavek povolit ustanovení islámských soudních dvorů ve všech 
krajích. Budoucnost církve v Keni vzbuzuje obavy a mezi křesťany 
rychle roste strach. Silné islamizační snahy jsou různého druhu.
Keňa zaujímá na WWL 40. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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41 COMOROS
SCORE: 45

The main persecution dynamic in the Comoros Islands is ‘Islamic 
extremism’. Comoros is a Muslim majority country, the Christian 
population is estimated at several thousands of Christians. A 
referendum passed in May 2009 installed Islam to be the state 
religion, infringing seriously upon the freedom of religion. Any 
converts from Islam to Christianity can be prosecuted in court. The 
positive trend is that new Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) 
have withstood a lot of pressure, and some acceptance in parts of 
society. For instance, in Gran Comoros the MBBs have to worship 
in secret because police, mosque leadership and extremists resist 
them. However, their relatives in many cases have accepted their 
new faith. In the region of Anjouan the believers and their places 
of worship are often known but nobody has bothered them. This 
positive tendency is, however, balanced by a pattern of hostilities 
from a conservative mainstream society. The squeeze on the sphere 
of church life is remarkably higher than on the other four spheres 
(private, family, local community, national) while hardly any violence 
was reported. In the Comoros most believers are men. Because the 
Comoros is a matriarchal society, the groom moves to live with the 
bride’s family. Demands on the Christian husband are even higher 
in such a situation. Meanwhile, the church is growing slowly. There 
is an increase in the number of believers, as well as a growth in 
boldness and Christian witness. Comoros ranks 41st on the WWL, in 
the category of ‘Moderate Persecution’.

42 MALAYSIA
SCORE: 45

‘Islamic Extremism’ and ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics of Malaysia. Being Malay is seen as being 
synonymous with being Muslim. Citizens with other ethnic origins 
such as Chinese or Indian can be Buddhist, Hindu, Christian, 
whatever they like, but a Malay has to be Muslim. Prime Minister 
Najib Razak called on the people “to protect Islam, the faith of its 
followers, its teachings, Islamic law and infrastructure” to avoid 
disunity and exploitation of the ‘enemies’. Christians widely perceive 
that they have to be very cautious as their services are watched 
and published materials controlled by authorities; integrating 
converts is strictly forbidden. In reality, it is almost impossible for 
a Malay Muslim to convert to Christianity, still Muslims come to 
know Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Testifying about your faith 
to Muslims is forbidden. Officially, the Constitution provides for 
freedom of religion. However, in recent years, judges in the country 
have offered personal interpretations of parts of the Constitution. 
As a result, people who want to change their religious affiliation on 
their ID cards from Islam to anything else now have to go to Sharia 
Courts. Once converts are found, they are sent to a re-education 
centre, where they can be held until they agree to reconvert. Relief 
for the Christian minority is not to be expected. Much will depend 
on the outcome of general elections scheduled for 2014, although, 
if the moderate opposition wins, things might change for the 
better. Malaysia ranks 42nd on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate 
Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
43 DJIBOUTI
SCORE: 44

‘Dictatorial paranoia’ and ‘Islamic extremism’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Djibouti which is more than 95 per cent 
Sunni Muslim. Ethiopian Orthodox Christians form the largest 
Christian group, followed by foreign service persons and native 
Djiboutian Christians. Non-Ethiopian Christians are very small in 
number. Pressure on Christians tends to come mostly from the 
family. The government does generally respect the constitutional 
protection of freedom of religion, although its general attitude 
towards Christians and other religious minorities is negative. 
Expatriate Christians are rarely restricted in their activities and 
Orthodox Christians from neighbouring Ethiopia are tolerated. 
MBBs, however, suffer great pressure mostly from their extended 
family and the community. It is likely that anyone who converts will 
be rejected by their family, clan, and the community. Saudi Arabia 
has a strong religious influence in Djibouti and Yemen is a concern 
as it hosts al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and has a history of 
secessionism. Al-Shabab is known to have tried to win Djiboutian 
supporters in recent years. Djibouti is unusual in that foreign troop 
presence and foreign investment make the government keen to 
prevent extremist forces from harming foreigners. With 40 to 50 per 
cent unemployment in Djibouti and the Arab uprisings sweeping 
through the region, the president’s unwillingness to reform could 
lead to protests. If Islamic fanatical movements manage to get a 
foothold in Djibouti in the near future, this would only add to the 
pressure on the small church. Djibouti ranks 44th on the WWL, in the 
category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

44 TAJIKISTAN
SCORE: 42

The main persecution dynamics in Tajikistan are ‘Dictatorial paranoia’ 
and ‘Organised corruption’. The persecution of Christians in Persian-
speaking Tajikistan is mainly driven by the government and the 
ruling elite will do everything to stay in power. Organised corruption 
is rampant and the authorities focus their attention on Christians. 
Church registration is obligatory and can only be obtained after a 
long, cumbersome and often arbitrary process. A new youth law 
came into force in August 2011 which prohibits any religious activity 
for those aged under 18. All youth work must now be done in 
secret. This law affects more than 50 per cent of the Tajik population. 
In July 2012, Tajik citizens were prohibited from going abroad in 
order to receive religious education, preach and teach religious 
doctrines or to establish ties with foreign religious organisations. 
The government tightly controls the importation and distribution of 
religious literature. Violence is a means the government rarely relies 
on but from time to time, there are raids against churches, Christians 
are physically harmed or even have to leave their villages. In the 
medium term, the situation for the Christian minority in Tajikistan 
is  unlikely to improve. Given its common border, Tajikistan will no 
doubt be affected by what will happen in Afghanistan after the 
withdrawal of international troops in 2014. Tajikistan ranks 44th on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.
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Komorské 
ostrovy
45 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Komorských ostrovech je is-
lámský extremismus. 
Komorské ostrovy jsou zemí s muslimskou většinou, počet křes-
ťanů v zemi se odhaduje na několik tisíc. Referendum v květnu 
2009 ustanovilo islám za státní náboženství, čímž značně po-
rušilo svobodu vyznání. Člověk, který by konvertoval od islámu 
ke křesťanství, může být postaven před soud. Pozitivním trendem 
je, že noví věřící muslimského původu odolali značnému tlaku. 
Pozitivní je rovněž určité přijímání částí společnosti. Věřící mus-
limského původu musí vést své bohoslužby v utajení, neboť po-
licie, vedoucí mešit a extrémisté se jim staví na odpor. V mnoha 
případech však rodinní příslušníci těchto věřících akceptují jejich 
novou víru. V oblasti Anjouan jsou věřící a místa, na kterých se 
scházejí k bohoslužbám, často známi, ale nikdo jim nebrání. Tato 
pozitivní tendence je však vyvážena nepřátelstvím ze strany kon-
zervativní většinové společnosti. Nátlak na sféru církevního života 
je významně vyšší než na ostatní čtyři sféry (soukromí, rodina, 
obec, národ), k dispozici ovšem nejsou zprávy o jakýchkoliv ná-
silnostech. Většinu křesťanů na Komorských ostrovech tvoří muži. 
Na Komorských ostrovech je matriarchát, proto se muž po svatbě 
stěhuje k rodině své manželky. Pokud je manžel křesťan, nároky 
na něj jsou dokonce ještě vyšší. V současné době církev pomalu 
narůstá. Počet křesťanů je na vzestupu, stejně jako jejich neohro-
ženost a svědectví o křesťanství. 
Komorské ostrovy zaujímají na WWL 41. příčku v kategorii prů-
měrný útlak.

Malajsie
45 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Malajsii je islámský extremis-
mus a organizovaná korupce. 
Obecně se soudí, že pojmy Malajec a muslim jsou synonyma. Ob-
čané jiného původu, např. Číňané nebo Indové, mohou být podle 
své volby buddhisty, hinduisty nebo křesťany, ale Malajec musí 
být muslim. Ministerský předseda Nadžíb Razak vyzval obyvatele, 
aby „chránili islám, víru následovníků, jeho učení, islámský zákon 
a infrastrukturu“, aby se vyloučila nejednotnost a vykořisťování 
ze strany „nepřátel“. Křesťané jsou si velmi dobře vědomi, že musí 
být velmi opatrní, neboť jejich bohoslužby jsou sledovány a pu-
blikované materiály jsou kontrolovány státními úřady. Přijímání 
konvertitů je přísně zakázáno. Malajský muslim ve skutečnosti 
téměř nemá možnost konvertovat ke křesťanství, přesto musli-
mové poznávají Ježíše Krista jako svého Pána a Spasitele. Je za-
kázáno svědčit muslimům o křesťanství. Ústava oficiálně zaručuje 
svobodu vyznání. V posledních letech však soudci v zemi přinesli 
své vlastní interpretace částí Ústavy. Výsledkem je, že lidé, kteří 
chtějí ve svých osobních dokladech změnit svou náboženskou pří-
slušnost z islámu na jakoukoliv jinou, teď musí předstoupit před 
soud šaría. Pokud se zjistí, že člověk konvertoval, musí nastoupit 
do reedukačního centra, kde mohou být drženi tak dlouho, do-
kud nebudou souhlasit s návratem k islámu. Křesťanská menšina 
nemůže očekávat úlevu. Mnoho bude záležet na výsledcích všeo-
becných voleb stanovených na rok 2014. Pokud zvítězí umírněná 
opozice, situace by se mohla zlepšit. 
Malajsie zaujímá na WWL 42. místo v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Džibuti
44 bodů

Diktátorská paranoia a islámský extremismus jsou nejsilnějším 
motorem perzekuce v Džibuti, kde více než 95 % obyvatelstva tvo-
ří sunnité. Největší křesťanskou skupinu tvoří členové Etiopské or-
todoxní církve, následováni zahraničními zaměstnanci a rodilými 
Džibuťany. Neetiopských křesťanů je velmi málo. Nátlak na křes-
ťany přichází zejména ze strany rodiny. Vláda ve skutečnosti 
obecně respektuje ústavní ochranu svobody vyznání, třebaže její 
obecný postoj vůči křesťanům a dalším náboženským menšinám 
je negativní. Činnost křesťanů pocházejících z jiných zemí je jen 
zřídka omezována, ortodoxní křesťané ze sousední Etiopie jsou 
tolerováni. Křesťané muslimského původu však trpí velkým tla-
kem zejména ze strany své širší rodiny a obce. Každý, kdo kon-
vertuje, je s velkou pravděpodobností zavržen svou rodinou, kme-
nem a obcí. Na Džibuti má silný náboženský vliv Saúdská Arábie 
a zdrojem obav je Jemen, neboť je sídlem Al-Kajdy na Arabském 
poloostrově a v jeho historii jsou snahy po odštěpení. V minulých 
letech se v Džibuti pokusila získat podporu islámská extrémistic-
ká skupina aš-Šabáb. Situace v Džibuti je odlišná kvůli přítom-
nosti cizích vojenských jednotek a zahraniční investice umožňují 
vládě bránit extrémistickým silám, aby škodily cizincům. Čtyřiceti 
až padesátiprocentní nezaměstnanost v Džibuti, arabská povstání, 
jež zachvacují oblast, a neochota prezidenta k reformám mohou 
vést k protestům. Pokud se islámským fanatickým hnutím v Dži-
buti podaří získat v nejbližší budoucnosti pevné postavení, tlak 
na malou církev se zesílí. 
Džibuti zaujímá na WWL 44. příčku v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Tádžikistán
42 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Tádžikistánu je diktátorská pa-
ranoia a organizovaná korupce. 
Útlak křesťanů v persky mluvícím Tádžikistánu vychází hlav-
ně z vlády a vládnoucí elita udělá všechno, aby zůstala u moci. 
Organizovaná korupce je přebujelá a úřady zaměřují pozornost 
na křesťany. Registrace církve je povinná a je možno ji získat pou-
ze po dlouhém, těžkopádném a často svévolném jednání. V srpnu 
2011 vešel v platnost nový zákon o mládeži, který zakazuje jakou-
koliv náboženskou aktivitu osob mladších 18 let. Veškerou práci 
s mládeží je nyní nutno provádět v tajnosti. Tento zákon ovlivňu-
je více než 50 % tádžického obyvatelstva. V červenci 2012 bylo 
tádžickým obyvatelům zakázáno cestovat do zahraničí za účelem 
získání duchovního vzdělání, kázání a vyučování duchovním dok-
trínám nebo navázání kontaktů se zahraničními náboženskými 
organizacemi. Vláda striktně kontroluje dovoz a distribuci nábo-
ženské literatury. Násilnosti jsou prostředkem, na který se vláda 
spoléhá zřídka, ovšem čas od času dochází k útokům na církve, 
křesťané jsou fyzicky napadáni a dokonce musí opustit své ves-
nice. Není pravděpodobné, že by se ve střednědobém horizontu 
situace křesťanské menšiny v zemi zlepšila. Tádžikistán přímo 
sousedí s Afghánistánem, proto bude bezpochyby ovlivněn tím, 
co se bude dít v Afghánistánu po stažení mezinárodních jednotek 
v roce 2014.
Tádžikistán zaujímá na WWL 44. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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45 INDONESIA
SCORE: 41

‘Islamic extremism’ and ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics Indonesia faces. It is well-known as being 
the country with the largest Muslim population in the world. 86 
per cent of its 240 million citizens are Muslim. More than 360 
different ethnicities and more than 700 dialects add to an already 
complex situation. The country’s founding ideology called ‘Pancasila’ 
promotes unity and Indonesia became known as model for 
democracy in a Muslim country. As there are several radical Islamic 
organisations, in general, it is not the government persecuting 
Christians, but Muslim extremist groups. Though they do not have 
strong political representation, their influence is large as they take to 
the streets and influence public opinion. The closure of 17 churches 
in Aceh in May 2012 and the adoption of at least 151 local Sharia 
bylaws have shown a new level of hostility towards Christians. The 
increasing number of radical Muslim organisations in the country is 
affecting the existence of churches in Indonesia by putting pressure 
on believers. The secular Setara Institute reported of 129 incidents 
of violence and 179 violations of religious freedom from January to 
June 2012. The unsuccessful suicide bombing at the Gereja Bethel 
Injil Sepenuh church in Java on 25 September 2011 took everyone 
by surprise and shocked the Christian community across the 
country.  As the country prepares for the 2014 national elections, 
Christians might become increasingly easy targets. Indonesia ranks 
45th on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

46 COLOMBIA
SCORE: 41 

The main persecution dynamic in Colombia is ‘Organised corruption’. 
Colombia is a modern democratic country where the rule of law is 
established and religious freedom is guaranteed. However, large 
areas of the country are under the control of criminal organisations, 
drug cartels, revolutionaries and paramilitary groups. Although 
‘Organised corruption’ is the main persecution dynamic in Colombia, 
‘Tribal antagonism’ leads to high levels of Christian persecution. 
Indigenous converts are often denied access to basic social services, 
equal participation in decision-making, and risk being tortured or 
displaced. ‘Radical secularism’ is slowly gaining importance as a 
persecution dynamic in Columbia. Under the current President, Juan 
Manuel Santos, there has been a resurgence of armed groups, which 
are specifically targeting Christians. Criminal organisations view 
Christians as a threat. In addition, they know the Christian faith is 
not compatible with their ideals. Two pastors were killed in 2012 and 
about 300 Christians were displaced from their homes in indigenous 
territories. Pagan indigenous populations receive material support 
from paramilitary organisations to persecute indigenous Christians. 
These territories have also become a safe haven for the guerillas’ 
drug trafficking activities. The security situation is unstable and drug 
cartels and illegal armed groups continue to operate with impunity. 
Christians will continue to be targeted for persecution because of 
their presence as an alternative pillar of society and their witness 
through their involvement in social and political activities. Colombia 
ranks 46th on the WWL, in the category ‘Moderate Persecution’.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
47 UGANDA
SCORE: 40

The main persecution dynamic in Uganda is ‘Islamic extremism’ 
although there have been reports of ‘Tribal antagonism’ also. 
Uganda is new on the World Watch List. The country has a 12 per 
cent Muslim minority, and 85 per cent Christian majority. MBBs 
are most pressurised in the Muslim dominated areas, and to a 
lesser degree in the areas with a sizeable number of Muslims. Local 
authorities in Muslim dominated areas also add pressure to the 
lives of Christians by not assisting them properly, by barring them 
from public office or denying them promotion. The level of physical 
violence was low in the reporting period. Recently Uganda has, 
however, experienced a worrying rise in the Tabiligh Movement 
of Muslim Youth. Although Ugandan Muslims are spread over the 
whole country, they live in pockets. These are areas with majority 
Muslim populations and present a serious threat to the church. 
Open Doors Field experts report that there has been a strong 
push by Muslim leaders to ensure that the majority of lawyers in 
Uganda are Muslims. This is significant because Muslim leaders have 
pushed and entrenched Islamic family courts (kadhis’ courts) in the 
Constitution, and have now been fighting for the operationalisation 
of the same. The increase in the Muslim youth population aged 
10-25 receiving radical teachings is an indicator that in the next five 
to 10 years Christians and the church in Uganda may face severe 
persecution. Uganda ranks 47th on the WWL, in the category ‘Sparse 
Persecution’.

48 KAZAKHSTAN
SCORE: 38

‘Dictatorial paranoia’ and ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Kazakhstan, which is a very diverse 
country. It seems to be wide open, is strongly interested in 
international cooperation and in participating in international 
organisations. However, the main persecution source remains 
the state and there is still a bias against the Christian minority 
apart from the Russian-Orthodox Church. In order to get things 
done, it is normal to pay bribes and anyone who speaks out 
against this will get into trouble quickly. For indigenous believers, 
especially converts, village clergy as well as their own family and 
neighbourhood, frequently became sources of pressure and 
harassment. Kazakhstan not only introduced harsh new laws on 
religion, but also began to apply them in the reporting period. Some 
pastors were detained for short periods and there was an increase 
in raids against churches and heavy fines. Compulsory censorship 
on religious materials is imposed. Training of Christian leaders has 
also become much more complicated through the new legislation 
and youth work now requires the permission of both parents. There 
is likely to be a leadership transition in the next years and over 100 
incidents relating to Islamic extremism not targeting Christians have 
been reported, the most visible being bomb attacks in October 
2011. Therefore, the government is tightening its grip on religious 
extremist groups – perceived or real - , a policy which will also affect 
the Christian minority in the years to come. Kazakhstan ranks 48th 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Sparse Persecution’.
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Indonésie
41 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce, jíž čelí Indonésie, jsou islámský 
extremismus a organizovaná korupce. 
O Indonésii se ví, že je zemí s nejpočetnějším muslimským oby-
vatelstvem ve světě. Muslimové tvoří 86 % z 240 milionů obyva-
tel. Celková situace je ovlivněna skutečností, že v zemi existuje 
více než 360 různých národností hovořících více než 700 dialektů. 
Základní ideologie země zvaná Pancasila prosazuje jednotu a In-
donésie se stala známou jako model demokracie v muslimském 
státě. Vzhledem k tomu, že v zemi existuje několik radikálních 
islámských organizací, perzekuce křesťanů nevychází ze státní 
správy, ale z těchto muslimských extrémistických skupin. Přesto-
že tyto skupiny nemají silnou politickou reprezentaci, jejich vliv je 
velký, neboť se vydaly do ulic a získaly si vliv na veřejné mínění. 
Uzavření 17 modliteben v Aceh v květnu 2012 a přijetí nejméně 
151 místních vyhlášek podle šaríi ukázalo nové formy nepřátelství 
vůči křesťanům. Rostoucí počet radikálních muslimských organi-
zací v zemi postihuje nátlakem na věřící existenci církví v Indoné-
sii. Sekulární organizace Setara Institute informovala o 129 pří-
padech násilností a 179 porušeních náboženské svobody, k nimž 
došlo od ledna do června 2012. Neúspěšný sebevražedný bombo-
vý útok na Gereja Bethel Injil Sepenuh church, ke kterému došlo 
25. 9. 2011 na Jávě, překvapil všechny a šokoval křesťany v celé 
zemi. Země připravuje na rok 2014 celostátní volby, křesťané by 
se proto mohli stát ještě snadnějším cílem.
Indonésie zaujímá na WWL 45. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Kolumbie
41 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Kolumbii je organizovaná ko-
rupce. 
Kolumbie je moderní demokratická země, kde jsou ustanoveny zá-
konné normy a kde je zaručena náboženská svoboda. Velké oblas-
ti země jsou však pod kontrolou zločineckých organizací, drogo-
vých kartelů, revolučních a polovojenských skupin. Třebaže hlav-
ní silou perzekuce v Kolumbii je organizovaná korupce, k velké 
perzekuci křesťanů vede i kmenový antagonismus. Konvertitům 
kolumbijského původu je často bráněno v přístupu k základním 
sociálním službám a k rovnoprávné účasti při rozhodování. Jsou 
rovněž v ohrožení, že budou mučeni nebo vyhnáni. Další oblastí, 
která se pomalu stává hybnou silou perzekuce, je radikální seku-
larismus. Za vlády současného prezidenta Juana Manuela Santose 
znovu povstaly ozbrojené skupiny specificky zaměřené proti křes-
ťanům. Zločinecké organizace považují křesťany za hrozbu, neboť 
vědí, že křesťanství není slučitelné s jejich idejemi. V roce 2012 
byli zabiti dva pastoři a asi 300 křesťanů bylo vyhnáno ze svých 
domovů. Domorodí pohané dostávají od polovojenských organi-
zací podporu k tomu, aby perzekvovali křesťany ze svých kmenů. 
Tyto oblasti se rovněž staly bezpečným přístavem pro činnost dro-
gových guerill. Bezpečnostní situace je nestabilní a svou činnost 
nadále beztrestně provozují drogové kartely a ilegální ozbrojené 
skupiny. Křesťané budou i v budoucnu kvůli své angažovanosti 
ve společenské a politické činnosti objektem perzekuce už kvůli 
své existenci jako alternativní pilíř společnosti a svědek.
Kolumbie je na WWL na 46. pozici v kategorii průměrný útlak.

Uganda
40 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Ugandě je islámský extremis-
mus, přičemž existují i zprávy o kmenovém antagonismu. 
Uganda je na WWL novým státem. Muslimská menšina tvoří 12 % 
a křesťanská většin 85 % obyvatelstva země. Křesťané muslim-
ského původu jsou nejvíce perzekvováni v oblastech ovládaných 
muslimy, v menší míře v oblastech s významným počtem musli-
mů. Místní úřady v oblastech s převahou muslimů vyvíjejí rovněž 
tlak na život křesťanů tím, že jim dostatečně nevycházejí vstříc, 
znemožňují jim účast ve veřejných funkcích a upírají jim profesní 
postup. Ve zpravodajském období byla úroveň fyzických násilnos-
tí nízká. Nedávno však Uganda zažila znepokojivý nárůst Tablighi 
Movement of Muslim Youth (Hnutí muslimské mládeže). Ačkoliv 
jsou muslimové rozšířeni v celé zemi, žijí soustředěně v jakýchsi 
enklávách. Jsou to oblasti s většinovým muslimským obyvatel-
stvem a představují vážnou hrozbu pro církev. Odborníci z Open 
Doors sdělují, že ze strany muslimských předáků byl vyvíjen silný 
tlak na zajištění požadavku, aby většina právníků v Ugandě byla 
muslimy. To je významná skutečnost, neboť muslimští předáci 
prosadili a ukotvili v ústavě islámské rodové soudy a nyní boju-
jí za jejich fungování. Nárůst počtu muslimské mládeže ve věku 
od 10 do 25 let, kterým se dostává radikálního vyučování, je 
ukazatelem, že v příštích pěti až deseti letech křesťané a církev 
v Ugandě budou pravděpodobně muset čelit kruté perzekuci. 
Uganda zaujímá na WWL 47. pozici v kategorii mírné pronásle-
dování.

Kazachstán
38 bodů

V Kazachstánu, jenž je velmi různorodou zemí, jsou hlavním mo-
torem perzekuce diktátorská paranoia a organizovaná korupce. 
Země se zdá být široce otevřenou, má velký zájem o mezinárodní 
spolupráci a účast v mezinárodních organizacích. Přesto zůstá-
vá hlavním zdrojem pronásledování stát a v zemi jsou předsudky 
vůči křesťanům mimo Ruskou pravoslavnou církev. Pokud chce 
člověk něčeho docílit, je obvyklé dávat úplatky a každý, kdo by 
se proti této praxi postavil, se rychle dostane do potíží. Rodilí 
věřící, zejména konvertité, jsou terčem nátlaku a pronásledování 
ze strany vesnických duchovních a své vlastní rodiny a sousedů. 
Kazachstán nejenže zavedl tvrdé zákony ohledně náboženství, ale 
ve zpravodajském období je rovněž začal uvádět v činnost. Ně-
kteří pastoři byli na krátkou dobu zadrženi, zvýšil se počet útoků 
proti modlitebnám a byly ukládány vysoké pokuty. Náboženské 
materiály jsou povinně cenzurovány. Nová legislativa rovněž vel-
mi zkomplikovala vzdělávání křesťanských vedoucích pracovníků 
a pro práci s mládeží je vyžadován souhlas obou rodičů. S největší 
pravděpodobností dojde v příštích letech ke změně vedení. Došly 
zprávy o více než 100 incidentů islámského extrémismu, jejichž 
cílem nebyli křesťané. Největší pozornost získaly bombové útoky 
v říjnu 2011. Vláda proto zesiluje tlak na extrémistické nábožen-
ské skupiny, ať už skutečné nebo domnělé. Tato politika ovlivní 
v nadcházejících letech i křesťanskou menšinu.
Kazachstán zaujímá na WWL 48. pozici v kategorii mírné proná-
sledování.



1 North Korea
SCORE: 87

In North Korea, the main persecution dynamics are ‘Communist 
oppression’ and ‘Dictatorial paranoia’. The country, as one of the 
remaining communist states, promotes two ideologies vehemently 
opposed to religion of any kind: the self-reliance of man or ‘Juche’ 
and the God like worship of the leaders or ‘Kimilsungism’. Fuelled 
by a rampant ideology, North Korea believes Christianity to be 
linked to the West and therefore a real threat which could inflict 
harm on North Korea’s social disciplines. This threat must therefore 
be eradicated. Exact information is difficult to obtain due to the 
country’s inaccessibility and the inability to gain timely information. 
Apart from some church buildings in Pjongjang serving to showcase 
religious freedom in the country, there is an underground church 
movement. Open Doors estimates that the number of believers 
may be between 200,000 and 400,000. Christians are classified as 
hostile and face discrimination, arrest, detention, torture or even 
public execution. There is a system of labour camps including the 
renowned prison No. 15 (‘Yodok’) which could reportedly house 
6,000 Christians alone. Koreans, having converted after defecting to 
China and are later repatriated are in particular danger and there is a 
vigorous elimination programme in existence to convert, imprison, 
banish or execute individuals who have converted to Christianity in 
China. Spies have reportedly been sent to China to expose networks, 
Christians helping defectors there have been killed. Christians are 
likely to remain targets of this regime. North Korea ranks first on 
the WWL (the 11th consecutive year), in the category ‘Absolute 
Persecution’.

2 Saudi Arabia
SCORE: 75 

The main persecution dynamic in Saudi Arabia is ‘Islamic extremism.’ 
Centuries ago, there was a large Christian population in Saudi 
Arabia. During the conquest of Islam, this population was Islamised 
or was expelled. Now, citizens are only allowed to adhere to Islam, 
and Christian worship is forbidden. There are no provisions for 
religious freedom in the Kingdom’s constitution or basic laws and 
anti-religious sentiments are strong throughout society. The legal 
system is based on Sharia law and conversion to another religion is 
punishable by death. The government generally allows non-Muslims 
to worship in private yet the religious police (‘Muttawa’) do not 
always respect this. Men and women from different families are 
prohibited from intermingling and worshippers risk imprisonment, 
lashing, deportation and torture. Evangelising Muslims and 
distributing non-Muslim materials is illegal. Muslim Background 
Believers (MBBs) risk honour killings and migrant workers have been 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers who 
still have tremendous power over foreign workers. Despite this, 
the migrant community of believers is growing and converts are 
responding to Christian TV programmes and to God given dreams 
where God is revealed. Christians risk further persecution and 
oppression in the future due to the rising number of converts and 
their boldness in sharing their faith. Saudi Arabia ranks second on 
the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

3Afghanistan
SCORE: 74

‘Islamic extremism’ as well as ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics in Afghanistan. Family and societal pressure 
combined with government persecution makes the situation 
for Christians in the country very difficult despite international 
agreements designed to protect the freedom of religion. Seeing 
itself as the ‘defender of Islam’, the state treats converts, who 
all come from a Muslim background, in a very hostile manner. 
Christians cannot meet in public and even gatherings in private 
houses require extreme caution. No church buildings exist, even 
for expatriates, and both local and expatriate Christians are subject 
to cases of kidnapping, abduction, killing and having to flee the 
country. The Taliban is regaining strength in the country and has 
vowed to purge all Christians from Afghanistan, both foreign and 
local. Relief organisations and non-government organisations are 
accused of evangelising and Christian relief workers are a prime 
target. The future does not look bright for Christians: Afghanistan 
is entering a new phase with the withdrawal of troops in 2013-
14, different ethnic factions struggle for their share of power, the 
election in April 2014 is approaching and the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where the Taliban have a stronghold, is 
complicating the situation additionally. The church has been pushed 
underground – and is likely to remain there. Afghanistan ranks third 
on the WWL, in the category ‘Extreme Persecution’.

4 Iraq
SCORE: 74

The main persecution dynamic in Iraq is ‘Islamic extremism’. There is 
a long history of Christians living in Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Mosul. Christians have lived here for two millennia but are currently 
on the verge of extinction. Islamic Extremism is the main persecution 
dynamic in the country. Sharia is the primary source of law and makes 
it impossible to apply freedom of belief. There are estimated to be 
approximately 330,000 Christians left from the 1.2 million at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Large numbers have fled abroad or to the 
(until recently) relatively safer northern Kurdish region where they 
face problems such as unemployment and inadequate schooling, 
medical care and housing. The situation in Kurdistan used to be better 
than in the areas around Bagdad or Mosul. However, the situation 
in Kurdistan is also rapidly deteriorating (Christian businesses were 
attacked in December, 2011). Structural uncertainty, conflict and 
instability are on the rise since US troops started to withdraw at 
the end of 2011. The church faces many challenges –members 
succumbing to pressure, fleeing or being killed or abducted and a 
lack of capable leaders. The situation is the worst in the Middle and 
the South of the country where traditional Christians are suffering as 
much as MBBs and possibly encounter more violence as a result of 
their visibility. Both groups are suffering in all spheres of life, though 
MBBs are suffering more in the realm of family.  There is a lot of fear 
among Christians in the country, ever since the bloody attack against 
Christians during a church service in Baghdad two years ago and 
many Christians have been attacked in church during 2011 and 2012 
as well. Iraq ranks fourth on the WWL, and is included in the category 
‘Extreme Persecution’.
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49 KYRGYZSTAN
SCORE: 37

‘Tribal antagonism’ and ‘Organised corruption’ are the main 
persecution dynamics of Kyrgyzstan. In 2010 ethnic clashes occurred 
among the Kyrgyz majority and the Uzbek minority, ending up in 
violence leaving more than 420 dead. Kyrgyzstan is the first Central 
Asian country ever with a democratically elected head of state. 
Persecution of believers comes mainly from family, friends and 
community. This makes Kyrgyzstan unique compared to the other 
Central Asian countries where the main source of persecution is the 
state. In rural areas especially, Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) 
face an enormous amount of pressure to recant their new faith. The 
Islamic clergy has a lot of influence and sometimes pressurises the 
Christian minority. Organised corruption is widespread and if the 
Christian minority is perceived as being in the way, they will run 
into trouble. In order to get registration a religious group needs 
to present 200 members, a threshold which is nearly impossible 
to cross for minority religions, especially in villages. Production, 
import, export and distribution of religious materials by religious 
organisations is allowed, but these materials must be approved 
by a group of state experts. This approval is difficult to obtain. 
The government has been considering introducing new rules 
on the censorship of religious materials. The introduction and 
implementation of these laws as well as the consideration of new 
similar laws might endanger the country’s position as the most 
liberal in Central Asia. Kyrgyzstan ranks 49th on the WWL, in the 
category ‘Sparse Persecution’.

50 NIGER
SCORE: 35

Niger is a new on the World Watch List. The main persecution 
dynamic in Niger is ‘Islamic extremism’. Niger has a very high 
percentage of Muslims (more than 98 per cent). Christians are 
estimated between 50,000 and 150,000. Islamic terrorist groups like 
Boko Haram which are active in Nigeria sometimes spill-over into 
Niger. Hostility comes more from society than from the government. 
Parents and relatives may oppose the conversion to Christianity yet 
the government doesn’t. Niger experienced serious violence in the 
wake of the movie about Muhammed on YouTube. Islamic pressure 
groups like Izala and Tariqa are active and their focus seems to be 
on creating stringent squeeze for minority religions rather than 
on direct violence. Historically, the Islam that took hold in West 
Africa was moderate and tolerant, which ‘stressed the religious 
coexistence of Muslims and unbelievers’. Up until the 1990s, Niger’s 
numerous military regimes clamped down on real and potential 
sources of dissent or threat. However, after the liberalisation of the 
associational space in 1991, dozens of Islamic associations emerged.  
In Niger, Wahhabis mostly belong to the Izala movement which 
rejects Sufi Islam and other ‘un-Islamic practices’. The main danger 
of movements like the Izala movement are their efforts to very 
seriously squeeze the living space of ‘deviant Muslims’, together with 
minority religions like Christianity. The future for the church in Niger 
seems worrying and the churches do not seem prepared for higher 
pressure from extremist Islam. Niger ranks 50th on the WWL, in the 
category ‘Sparse Persecution’.
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Kyrgyzstán
37 bodů

Nejsilnějším motorem perzekuce v Kyrgyzstánu jsou kmenový an-
tagonismus a organizovaná korupce. 
V roce 2010 došlo k etnickým srážkám mezi kyrgyzskou většinou 
a uzbeckou menšinou, jež vyústily ve vlnu násilí, jehož důsledkem 
bylo více než 420 mrtvých. Kyrgyzstán je vůbec první středoasij-
skou zemí s demokraticky zvolenou hlavou státu. Perzekuce křes-
ťanů vychází zejména z rodiny, od přátel a z obce. Ve srovnání 
s ostatními zeměmi Střední Asie, kde je hlavním zdrojem útlaku 
stát, je situace v Kyrgyzstánu unikátní. Zejména v zemědělských 
oblastech čelí křesťané muslimského původu enormnímu nátlaku, 
aby se zřekli své nové víry. Islámské duchovenstvo má velký vliv 
a někdy vyvíjí nátlak na křesťanskou menšinu. Velmi rozšířená je 
organizovaná korupce, a pokud jsou křesťané považováni za pře-
kážky, dostávají se do těžkostí. K tomu, aby náboženská skupina 
získala registraci, musí doložit 200 členů, což je téměř nepřeko-
natelná překážka, zejména pro menšinová náboženství ve vesni-
cích. Náboženské organizace mají povolenu tvorbu, dovoz, vývoz 
a distribuci náboženských materiálů, tyto materiály však musí 
být posouzeny a schváleny skupinou státních expertů. Takové 
povolení je velmi obtížné získat. Vláda nadále zvažuje zavedení 
nových pravidel pro cenzurování náboženských materiálů. Zave-
dení a uplatňování těchto zákonů spolu s úvahami nad novými 
podobnými zákony by mohlo ohrozit pozici státu jako nejliberál-
nější země ve Střední Asii.
Kyrgyzstán zaujímá na WWL 49. pozici v kategorii mírné proná-
sledování.

Niger
35 bodů

Niger je na seznamu WWL nový. Hlavním motorem perzekuce 
v Nigeru je islámský extremismus. 
Muslimové tvoří převážnou část obyvatelstva (více než 98 %). Po-
čet křesťanů je odhadován na 50 000 až 150 000 osob. Islámské 
teroristické skupiny jako Boko Haram, jež působí v Nigérii, občas 
pronikají i do Nigeru. Nepřátelské postoje vycházejí spíše ze spo-
lečnosti než ze strany státní správy. Proti konverzi ke křesťanství 
se staví odmítavě rodiče a příbuzní, avšak státní správa ne. Ne-
bezpečný výbuch odporu nastal při uvedení filmu o Mohamedovi 
na YouTube. V zemi jsou aktivní islámské nátlakové skupiny jako 
Izala a Tariqa a více se zaměřují na vytváření silný nátlak na nábo-
ženství menšin než na otevřené násilí. V minulosti byl islám v zá-
padní Africe mírný a tolerantní, což „zdůrazňovalo náboženskou 
koexistenci muslimů a nevěřících“. Od devadesátých let dvacáté-
ho století narazily četné vojenské režimy na skutečné nebo smyš-
lené prameny rozporů nebo hrozeb. Po liberalizaci společnosti 
v roce 1991 vznikly desítky islámských společností. Wahhabisté 
v Nigeru patří většinou ke hnutí Izala, jež odmítá súfismus a dal-
ší „neislámské praktiky“. Hlavním nebezpečím hnutí jako Izala je 
jejich snaha velmi vážně omezit životní prostor „muslimů, kteří se 
odchýlili od pravé víry“ a náboženských menšin, jako jsou křesťa-
né. Budoucnost církve v Nigeru vzbuzuje obavy a zdá se, že sbory 
nejsou připraveny na větší tlak ze strany extrémního islámu. 
Niger zaujímá v seznamu WWL padesáté místo v kategorii mírné 
pronásledování.


