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EXEGISIS AND APPLICATION OF GALATIANS 3:1-6

Trandation

1 Oh, foolish Galatians! Who bewitched ydtBefore whose eyes Jesus Christ
was vividly portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing | desire to learn from you:
Did you receive the Spirit through works of the lamthrough hearing of faith?Are
you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, do ymw finish in the flesh® Have you
suffered so many things for nothing—if indeed #lhewas for nothing? So then, does
He [God] supply you the Spirit and work miraclesomm you through works of the law

or through hearing of faith?

Trandation Notes

& 1fj 6AnOeiq pn neibecObar- (not to obey the truth) is added aft@ticrovey
(bewitched, or fascinated) by C B L P¥ Byz vgd"°syf" goth eth; ND Dio.
b &v buiv (among you) is added aftepocypadn (vividly portrayed, written) by D

E F G K L Byz if it? syf" goth¢ ND Dio.

Historical Background: Author, Recipients, Date, Occasion and Pur pose

The Apostle Paul is the undisputed author of thistee. The opening in 1:1
introduces the author as Paul in his typical fashio addition it contains many features

characteristic to Paul; and therefore together ®ihippians and Corinthians it forms the



core of the most indisputable core of Pauline ditere’

The recipients of the epistle are identified asa@ahs; however there is debate
as to whether they were Galatians in the politicathnic sense. The ter@alatianscan
refer either to ethnic Gauls, who lived primaritythe northern region of Asia Minor in
Galatia proper, or it could refer to the entire Ronprovince of Galatia, which included
cities located further to the souffihough the arguments concerning each theory extend
beyond the scope of this paper, | will give a quaciline or the main points for each.

The North Galatian theory would require a lateedat the epistle. According
to this theory, Paul could not have written thesdpiuntil his second missionary journey
after the Jerusalem council of Acts 15. The strehgeguments for the North Galatian
theory include the original restriction for therteGalatia to the northern territory. A
second argument concerns the similarity of subjeaiter between Galatians and
Romans, which Paul wrote at a later dte.

The South Galatian theory calls for an earlier @dtie epistle, just after
Paul’s first missionary journey, but before theudatem council since he makes no
mention of the council’s decision in the lettergAments in favor of the South Galatian
theory include the lack of any mention of the chucouncil’s decision in Acts 15. Paule
would have likely used this information. Also themtion of Peter’s vacillation (v.2:11)

would likely not have occurred after the counciletieg. Finally, some debate whether

! Alan R. ColeTyndale New Testament Commentaries: Galat{aeiester, England:
InterVarsity Press, 1984), 29.

2 William HendriksenNew Testament Commentary: Galatig&slinburgh, UK: The Banner
of Truth Trust, 1979), 5.

% Robert H. GundryA Survey of the New Testamesrd ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994),
345,
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or not Paul actually visited any towns in the regid North Galatia during his second
journey?

The evidence point to the South Galatian theohasnost likely. Scholars
holding to this theory place the time of writingeerly asab 482 Those holding to the
Northern Galatian theory propose that Paul wroteehistle betweemd 54 to 57 from
either Ephesus or Macedofii&undry also suggests a hybrid view that says the
recipients were the churches in South Galatiathattthe date could be later near the
time of writing of Romans. Though he does not seggay date5.For the purpose of
this paper, the southern theory is favored alortg am early date.

The purpose, whether the epistle came before er ti¢ council, remains the
same. Galatians was written to combat the activitiehe Judaizefsywhich was
threatening to the message of the Gospel amongegehif the occasion were before the
Jerusalem council, Paul was on the forefront irfrooring the most divisive issues that
the church had encountered to that point. It wesreus issue, which Paul addresses

with great emotion?

* Robert H. Gundry,346.

® Ronald Y. K. Fung, "The Epistle to the Galatiaris,New International Commentary on the
New Testamened. Gordon D. Fee (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1288),

® Raymond Edward Browryn Introduction to the New TestaméNew York: Doubleday,
1997), 468.

" Robert H. Gundry,347.

8 Some theorize that Paul may have been addressieg groups, true believers, Judaizers and
Gnostic Jewish believers; however, | believe thet passage most likely addresses the Judaizing.iss

° Donald GutherieNew Testament Introductigowners Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1970), 465.

10 mwhen the thanksgiving prayer is missing (Galatiapthis is evidence of the extremely



Form, Context and Structure

Galatians best fits into the category of publicsdpi TheAnchor Bible
Dictionary refers to it as an apologetic letter, which inelsi@pistolary and rhetorical
features! It was most likely intended to be circulated amtmg Galatian churches,
presumably those, which Paul had visited on h&t firissionary journey. Since the
nature of the problem was teaching, from otheniddial(s) who were preaching another
message other than the true Gospel, which Payptesthed, the letter has an apologetic
tone as the true Gospel is defended.

Galatians 3:1-5 is part of a larger letter, in vilhiRaul utilizes rhetorical
devices as well as personal appeal to influencechiders. Galatians 1:11-2:1 presents an
autobiographical argument for the Gospel of theiSalatians 2:1-21 further presents
a support of justification by faith as evidencedthg acknowledgement given by the
leaders in Jerusalem and of Peter. Then Paul geegenprimary argument starting at
chapter three, there initiating the next arguménhe letter, which runs through at least
4:11, where he again begins a personal appeal.a&hén chapters 1 and 2 Paul
references his own experience, in 3 now he ingi&is next argument with an appeal to
his readers’ experience. Therefore 3:1-5 is th@chiction to the main argument that
follows.

This passage can best be understood as part ef@idal form. Paul uses a

series of questions to engage his audience ane tlaeis to examine their own

serious nature of the problems addressed." As oiteg@rant R. Osborn&he Hermeneutical Spiral: A
Comprehensive Introduction to Biblical InterpretatiDowners Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006),
7131, Kindle e-book.

" David Noel Freedman, edhe Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. @ew York: Doubleday,
1992), 873.
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experience with God to look for truth. The readmes challenged to acknowledge the
reality of their experience with the Spirit in orde realize the folly of the teaching of the
Judaizers. Paul uses a series of six questiohbuiid on each other to lead the reader to

the logical conclusion: God provides the Spirit @oés miraculous things through faith.

Exegesis

la. Paul addresses the Galatians strongly, useng/ordavonror (ignorant, foolish).
Though some note that Hellenistic literature oftefierred to ethnic Galatians as ignorant
or stupid, this is not likely Paul’s intent to ifishis converts? Rather the emphasis is on
getting them to logically examine the teachinghef dudaizers, which has deceived them.
They have not taken the time to test the teachgagnat that, which they have already
heard.

The first of six rhetorical questions that Paulsuasks “who has bewitched

you?” The wordpaokavev (bewitched, enchanted, fascinated), just as inigmgtioes not

always refer to witchcraft. The Galatians have ntigsty been fascinated by clever
teaching of an authoritative figure. However, Paaly have more in mind than just an
exaggerated metaphor. While demonic activity magieverstatement, a “power of
falsehood” may be seen in the enchanting charismpatver of theric (Singular leader of
the Judaizers or the leader’s fellow cohofts).

1b.  While the wordrposypaen (portrayed) can also mean “written beforehand”, the

context here clearly refers to the vivid portragaChrist through apostolic preaching.

12 Alan R. Cole, 87.

13 Gerhard Kittel, and Gerhard Friedrich, ed$ieological Dictionary of the New Testament,
vol. 4 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964), 961.
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The presentation of Christ was so vivid, that theyld form a mental picture of his death
on behalf of sinners who would accept him by falthe implication is that Jesus’ work
on the cross was far superior to any work of the la

2. Verse two begins with a rhetorical question,clibsets up the entire argument.
How did their spiritual life begin? Did they receithe Spirit by works or by faith? Paul
structures the question as an antithetical argumihta purposeful contrast between two
options: faith or law. The contrast is emphasizgdhle repeating structure of the
sentence “through works of the law or through headf faith.”

The phraseg axong morewg (through/by way of hearing of faith) can be undewst
in two ways. Ifakong is translated as either “hearing, listening” ia Httive sense, then
motewg (Of faith) can be understood as either a qualghgenitive (hearing characterized

by faith) or as a subjective genitive (hearing tt@nes of faith}’ In either case, the
contrast between law and faith is the thrust ofattgeiment.

Some have taken the phrase “received the Spgi#l eeference to baptism in the
Spirit. However, the context of the verse and theation being addressed (justification
by faith verses law) merits that this phrase berpreted as receiving the Spirit at the
time of salvatiof®
3. The next question, “Are you so foolish?” is drestrhetorical device to highlight
the seriousness of the situation. Paul is alsogustiuctural repetition here to reinforce

his point. This question sets up another antitaétjaestion similar to the question in

M william Hendriksen, 112.

15 paul A. PomervilleGalatskym akimanim (Brussels, Belgium: ICI, 1999), 111.



verse 2, this time equating the law with flesh.
The structure of the fourth question, “Having beguthe Spirit, do you now
finish in the flesh” sets up a double comparisotwieen Spirit and flesh and between

beginning and finishing. WhilenreAeicee may be interpreted as perfected (e.g. NIV,

NKJV, NAS), here the better translation is finisteeit fits the comparison structure.
Hendricksen notes the chiastic structure of théesee in the original Greek. Paul frames
the sentence with the verbs and locates Spirifl@stl beside each other in the center of
the sentence, thereby emphasizing the contraseketthent®

In a way Paul is showing how they are taking a s@ckwards. The Galatians
were reborn of the Spirit at the beginning, but rtbey want to go back to the flesh and
“‘complete” themselves. The entire life of the bedieis supernatural from beginning to
the end, but the way of the law is thoroughly flggb its end. Finishing in the flesh can
be interpreted as the other side of their spiritaality. Their trust in the flesh has
become their spiritual “finish” or end.
4. Paul’s fifth question calls on the Galatiansdfbect on their experiences. The

meaning otmadere IS SOmewhat ambiguous and can be translated a&s &sthiffered” or

“experienced.” Most translations, including the NAXJV and ESV render it as
“suffered”, whereas the NIV favors “experienced.
In all of Paul’s other writings, the word is traated as suffering (1. Cor. 12:26;

Il Cor. 1:6; Phil. 1:29; | Thess. 2:14; Il Thessaid Il Tim. 1:12). If the South Galatian

18 william Hendriksen, 114.

" Horst Robert. Balz and Gerhard Schneider, eds.Jv8| Exegetical Dictionary of the New
Testamen{Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990).
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view is adopted, then suffering could be a refegendhe persecution that is mentioned
in Acts (13:50; 14:2, 5, 19). Though in those casess Paul himself who bore the brunt
of the persecution, one can reasonably assuméhhaersecution was not limited only
to him.

If sufferingis the intended meaning, then the emphasis if@nuin that
comes through the Galatians’ current trajectory.oftheir suffering would have been in
vain. In addition it could also be a contrast betwéhe suffering they have experienced
because of their faith and the suffering they waxgerience in their bodies by
accepting circumcisioff The second suffering would negate the first.

On the other hand, Cole points out that the tréiosidexperienced” fits the
immediate context betté?.In the preceding verse, Paul has just asked theentember
the wonderful experience of the Spirit at the bemig of their faith, and in the following
verse, he mentions the miracles, which come bi.fAitlditionally, Hendricksen makes
the point that the original meaning of the word wastral, and that Paul's usage in other
places was specific to those contexts. In eachadd other cases, the context demands
“suffering” as a translation, but this context make such demarfd.

If experienceds the intended meaning, then the emphasis i$l on the
wonderful benefits of the life of faith. In thaase Paul is asking if they had experienced

so many blessing and miracles for no purpose. Tdlati@ns had simply chosen to forget

18|t Paul is addressing multiple parties, includbmh Judaizers and early Gnostics, then
"suffering” may make more sense when one consitesGnostics would have argued that the flesht mus
suffer to free the spirit. Paul then would be mgkihe case that they have already suffered in Hualies
and will suffer (Acts 14:22), so there is no nee@dd the suffering of circumcision.

19 Alan R. Cole, 90.

20 \illiam Hendriksen, 115.



all of the blessing in favor of their new path.

Either translation has the same overall messagg vwRants the Galatians to
look back and evaluate their present choices it kg past experiences with the Spirit.
He expresses hope that indeed they will make threcochoice and return back to the
way of faith when he writes, “If indeed it has beewain.” There is still hope for them
to leave their foolishness.

5. The apostle once again returns to the originaktion in verse 2; having
challenged the Galatians to examine the past, tveasks them to extend the application
to the present. It is not that God has becomeiweand therefore they need to turn to
the law. He is still supplying the Spirit and wargimiracles among them, but it is a gift
through faith not something earned through law.

The wordesmyopnywv (Supply, give, grant freely), indicates that neitthee Spirit
nor thesuvapeig (literally “mighty works” e.g. miracles) are in amyay earned through

works. In contrast, the Galatians current path ofke would lack both Spirit and power

as they attempt to add to the Gospel.

Theology and Application

The issue at hand in Galatians 3 is summarizetidygéntral question of the
passage, “Having begun in the Spirit, do you nowsh in the flesh?” There is a stark
contrast between two opposing principles: spiritfkesh, which in turn represents a
conflict between nomism/ legalism vs. faith. Platér goes so far as to say that those
who are seeking to be justified by law have beeerssl from Christ (Gal. 5:4) for it is
through Spirit and faith that they have righteossp@ot through Law.

Paul adamantly upheld the doctrine that the Gospatlained transformational
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power (Rom. 1:16; | Cor. 1:18-24; 1l Tim. 1:8-9,)12A charismatic teacher or group of

teachers were adding to the Gospel message, degéingm and robbing the Galatians of
what they should have known. The Gospel had diveim dead ears life through the
hearing of faith, which should have equipped themesist the allure of nomism/
legalism (Acts 28:27, Rom. 10:8, 17; 11:8).

Finally, the conflict of flesh and Spirit is key kew Testament pneumatology
(Rom 8; Gal 4:28-30; 5:16-17; 6:8). Human effortl dne flesh stand in opposition to the
activity of the Spirit. There is a danger of griests, both temporal and eternal, when one
tries to walk in the flesh, rejecting the free giftthe Spirit that comes by faith.

Other New Testament authors also affirm the rolaih and the Spirit in
salvation and eternal blessing (I Pet. 1:2-9). Patecifically reminds believers that the
Spirit sanctifies them. It is not the law that lgsrsanctification. Hebrews also
encourages believers to imitate the faith of thogee Old Testament and not to follow
legal teachings about ceremonies and foods (Hel3).13

The message of Galatians 3:1-5 continues to beraudfor believers today.
Though circumcision and ceremonial law may not benaptation to most today, other
forms of legalism and false religion abound. Humeligion is always empty no matter
its form, nomism, legalism or any other naturabd to improve upon the Gospel. Both
pneumatology and soteriology are important in thid. Pentecostals especially should
take note of the role of the Spirit and that mieaabperate as a free gift on the basis of
faith and not as a confirmation of one’s adherdnaelegal standard. The temptation to
rely on our own efforts, wisdom and systematic folas of spiritual impartation can lead

us in the path of the Galatians and result in tieeace of the Holy Spirit.
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